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By John S. Staum 
VFW Commander-in-Chief 


n every sense of the word, the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States is an authentic peo- 
ple’s lobby, for the people are the 
ones this organization works for on 
Capitol Hill, where it counts most. 

This is no exaggeration. When the 
enormous number of Americans who 
are connected directly or indirectly 
with the nation’s 28 million veterans 
are taken into account, I suspect 
that far more than half the United 
States population is involved. 

The VFW does not represent any 
special economic, racial, religious or 
occupational interest — only veter- 
ans and Americans who are con- 
cerned with the welfare of those 
who served their country selflessly. 
So in a very real sense, the VFW 
works, or lobbies, if you will, for the 
American people, even though the 
organization’s primary responsibil- 
ity, of course, is the veterans, their 
dependents and their survivors. 

But now, the VFW needs more 
people. By people, of course, we 
mean members, It is the responsibil- 
ity of each member to spread the 
word about the threats to veterans’ 
entitlements and programs posed 
by anti-veteran elements in govern- 
ment and outside it. They are the 
ones who want to cut veterans’ bene- 
fits and are using the economic 
issue as the opening wedge to what 
they envision as the ultimate dis- 
mantling of the VA system itself. Or 
at the very least, to shift some VA 
functions to other agencies before 
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killing them. 

Each member of the VFW should 
let eligible veterans know the seri- 
ousness of the problem and then 
enlist these eligibles into our organi- 
zation. It is often said that numbers 
count. Thus, the greater the VFW’s 
strength, the less likelihood that 
these anti-veteran forces will be able 
to overcome the opposition that a 
united, stronger VFW can present. 


ctually, the VFW over the years 

has succeeded repeatedly in pre- 
venting anti-veteran elements from 
gaining the upper hand. Yes, all of us 
can take pride in the role this organi- 
zation has played, and is continuing 
to play, in defending and extending 
gains American veterans have made 
since the Spanish-American War. 
We in the VFW know that as the 
veterans’ population grows older 
their needs become greater. Con- 
gress must be convinced of this, but 
it is becoming more difficult. 

We in the VFW also know that 
younger veterans — those who 
served in Vietnam — represent a 
major percentage of the nation’s 
unemployed, and every effort must 
be made to help them find jobs. Of 
course, the private sector bears 
some of the responsibility, but ulti- 
mately the solution to their unem- 
ployment must be found by the 
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government that sent them to war. 
This is only one aspect, but a highly 
important one, of the problems con- 
fronting Vietnam veterans. 

Again, the burden falls on veter- 
ans ourselves to persuade Congress 
of the seriousness of the situation. 
No one will do it for us. That is 
another concrete reason why VFW 
members everywhere must work 
harder on recruiting new and rein- 
stated members. 

If each member would bring in 
one new or reinstated member, we 
would double our membership over- 
night, Don’t hesitate to ask everyone 
you know is a veteran to join us in 
this fight to save what we have 
gained and to provide for our future 
needs. 

Failure now to overcome anti- 
veteran forces — regardless of their 
guise or however cleverly they couch 
their arguments — will prove only 
that we lacked the courage to stand 
up when it counted most. The only 
way these forces can be defeated is 
by the strength of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States. 

So let it not be said that we 
veterans failed or faltered when we 
were put to the test. Bring in the 
new and reinstated members we 
need. We owe it to ourselves, the 
VFW and the millions of Americans 
who are counting on us to do the 
job. a 


Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum holds 634 membership transmittals presented to him 
by Maryland's Post 6506. With him are Department QM Lamar Schleig, District 14 
Commander David Clark, Past Department Commander J. Gordy Simmons, who also is 
Department membership chairman; Department Commander Michael J. Mason, Sr.; Post 
Commander Elbert Riddleberger, Department Chief of Staff Thomas Rye and Post QM Roy 
Shefflett, a three-time All American Post Commander and Post membership chairman. 
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Like Coast Guard Stories 

I was happy to read the articles 
about the U.S. Coast Guard in the 
January issue of VFW Magazine and 
learn that the VFW is backing the 
Coast Guard. It needs all the sup- 
port it can get. In 1982, after visiting 
our son, who at that time was at- 
tached to acutter out of Charleston, 
S.C. and is now at USCG Air Station 
Borinquen in Puerto Rico, I wrote 
letters to President Reagan and sev- 
eral congressmen expressing my dis- 
appointment at the way the Coast 
Guard was being ignored, neglected 
and treated like stepchildren by the 
Administration. They worked with 
wornout, hand-me-down equipment, 
mostly from the Navy. Some of the 
schools had been closed. At the 
same time, we hear on TV from the 
top leader of the country a lot of 
ballyhoo about what a great job 
we're doing busting drug smugglers. 
The young men in the U.S. Coast 
Guard are a proud, dedicated lot, 
hardworking and capable. What 
they need is the very best training, 
the very best equipment and the 
support of the United States govern- 
ment so they can do their job better. 
— Carole M. Parker, 611 Chestnut 
Street, Anita, Iowa 50020. 


Thanks for the Coast Guard spread 
in the January issue. The articles 
were good, but it should have been 
pointed out that the U.S. gave Rus- 
sia two icebreakers during World 
War II, the West Wind and the South 
Wind, and we gave the Russians 
preliminary training aboard the 
Mackinaw in the winter of 1944-45. 
As an original member of the Mack- 
inaw’s crew, I was thrilled at seeing 
her in the VFW Magazine. — W.K. 
Espe, 1019 28th Avenue, N.E., Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 55418. 


Liked ‘Spaghetti Bow!’ 

“Spaghetti Bowl in Italy” (January) 
by Dan B. McCarthy was outstanding 
and brought back many memories. I 
have in my souvenir collection of 
pictures taken while in Italy the 
original program you have printed 
in. your article and also several 
photographs taken during the game 


in the soccer stadium in Florence, 
Italy. I was with the 894th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion, located near 
the front lines, north of Florence. 
Being an avid football fan, I was one 
of the lucky 30 members of the 
battalion, whose names were drawn 
to attend the game. Dan mentioned 
the halftime ceremonies for which 
both teams had 56-piece bands. He 
forgot to mention that Ella Fitzgerald 
sang during the halftime show and 
received a terrific ovation. Congratu- 
lations to Dan McCarthy for another 
fine article. — Lloyd R. Burr, 937 
Dane Street, Madison, Wisconsin 
53713. 


More on Goon 

Instead of the 460th TEWS, the 
Electronic Gooney (January) was as- 
signed to the 360th TEWS. I was 
assigned to that unit in 1969-1970 
and flew several missions with her. 
Along with the Doppler problems, I 
also recall instrument light and land- 
ing gear difficulties. — Bruce C. 
Palo, 1611 E. Highway 190, Harker 
Heights, Texas 76543-1346. 


Gimbels Ad Draws Fire 

As a U.S. Navy Vietnam veteran and 
VFW member, I would like to air my 
opinion on an issue that I find ap- 
palling. A Gimbels ad in the Phila- 
delphia Inquirer of Jan. 3 shows a 
girl wearing a sailor hat, leaning 
against a Navy war memorial, model- 
ing a fur coat. The names of our 
departed heroes, who put their lives 
on the line for all of us, are clearly 
visible and certainly deserve to be 
more than a background for a fur 
coat advertisement. This, in my esti- 
mation, is in poor taste and was a 
thoughtless gesture. —. Thomas F. 
Parker III, 113 Cedar Ave., Wood- 
lynne, N.J. 08107. 


Raps Gramm-Rudman 

The VFW should take a firm stand 
against Gramm-Rudman that has 
stopped cost-of-living raises. Unless 
something is done and done now, we 
may never see another raise. The 
VFW should bring it out into the 
open. An election year is coming up, 


and anyone supporting any bill to 
reduce, stop or take away our COLA 
will be dealt with at the polls. Now is 
the time to act. — Tony F. Vecchio, 
106 Glenwood Road, Hampton, Va. 
23669. 


Irate Over COLA 

Denial of the 3.1% cost-of-living in- 
crease to military retirees, which 
was to have taken effect last Dec. 1, 
only to be cancelled on Dec. 13, is a 
double-barrelled shot in the butt. To 
get squeezed twice as hard as any- 
one else, only to learn of it the way 
we did, seems to be nothing short of 
a bold slap in the face. Federal 
officials, employees, retirees and, 
yes, lawmakers enjoy timely increas- 
es in pay adjustments by the tacking 
on of arider to a piece of legislation. 
We military retirees believe all of us 
in this great country of ours should 
sacrifice and share equally in our 
country’s time of need, We see no 
equality in this last-minute piece of 
legislation that took away that 
scheduled cost-of-living adjustment 
on such short notice. We were anx- 
iously awaiting it and looking for- 
ward to it. — Marcel C. Froney- 
berger, Rt. 1, Box 164, North Branch, 
Minn. 55056. 


Vietnam Service Jobs 

I read “Vietnam Service Translates 
to Civilian Jobs” (January) with a 
great deal of interest. I served with 
the Ist Infantry Division from 1968- 
69. My MOS was 93F 20 - ballistic me- 
teorological crewman. In short 
terms, I was a weatherman for the 
Army and also supplied weather da- 
ta to the Air Force. After I was 
discharged from the Army, I wanted 
to put my technical training back to 
work. After going to a computer 
college for a year on the GI Bill, Iwas 
hired as a computer operator/pro- 
grammer in my hometown. Without 
the Army giving me the schooling, 
training and work experience of a 
highly technical field, I would have 
never enjoyed the last 15 years in a 
technical profession. — Robert E. 
Mitchell, 917 Chappell Road, Charles- 
ton, W. Va. 25304. 
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VFW Aiding March of Dimes 

March and April are the months for 
VFW Post and Auxiliaries to begin 
concentrating on fundraising ef- 
forts for the March of Dimes (MOD) 
Birth Defects Foundation telethon 
in June. 

Called the March of Dimes Tele- 
thon Against Birth Defects, it will be 
held in Los Angeles June 28 and 29. 
With friends like the VFW and Auxilia- 
ry, it is expected to be even more 
successful than last year’s, which 
raised more than $13 million, nearly 
a third higher than the 1984 total. 

Host of this year’s telethon will be 
Hal Linden, assisted by Sarah Pur- 
cell, both back for their fourth year 
for the 21 hours of star-studded 
entertainment. Children with birth 
defects and their families, as well as 
scientists and medical experts who 
are helping the March of Dimes 
prevent birth defects, will tell their 
stories. 

Results of all fundraising activi- 
ties must be reported to the VFW 
Post by May 1. Since the VFW is 
putting so much effort into helping 
MOD raise money for the telethon, it 
is hoped that Commander-in-Chief 
John S. Staum and Auxiliary Nation- 
al President Lucile Suchina will pre- 
sent the check during the telethon. 
VFW and Auxiliary goal is $50,000 to 
$100,000. 

Post and Auxiliary fundraising 
can be carried out in several ways. 
Canisters for contributions may be 
placed in Post homes; the hat may 
be passed at Post meetings, or bingo 
nights organized. An FDR ball or 
party may be held, honoring Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
founded the March of Dimes in 1938 
and was himself a victim of polio. A 
birthday donation of a dollar for 
each Post and Auxiliary member 
will help brighten a future newborn 
baby’s birthday. 

Nationwide, Posts are arranging 
with MOD chapters to show the 
MOD film, “The Same Inside,” to 
schools and community groups. In 
it, four children with birth defects 
tell of their feelings about friendship 
and how they cope with their handi- 


caps. Some Posts are buying the film 
for schools and libraries. 

Since 1958, after conquering polio, 
MOD has focused on preventing birth 
defects through research, medical 
services and education. Partners 
with MOD in its victory over polio, 
the VFW and Auxiliary are taking 
part in the fight to prevent birth 
defects. 


Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum holds 
Scott Cunningham, the 6-year-old spina 
bifida victim who is this year’s March of 
Dimes poster boy. 


MOD efforts in prevention empha- 
size early and regular prenatal care 
and good health practices — no 
smoking or drinking during pregnan- 
cy and good nutrition — to reduce 
the risk of many birth defects and to 
help prevent premature births. 

MOD supports more than 500 
medical researchers. Developments 
in 1985 included a new ultrasound 
technique that makes it possible to 
detect. and treat certain fetal heart 
defects before birth, early detection 
and treatment to reduce the effects 
of spina bifida or “open spine” and a 
new program for treatment of babies 


born with respiratory distress syn- 
drome. 


West Virginia VFW Helps 

When floods struck West Virginia, 
the VFW was there to help. Distri- 
bution of nearly $40,000 to assist 
flood victims was from the Depart- 
ment’s and Auxiliary’s Caravan of 
Care. 

Amount given the flood victims 
was based on the degree of damage. 
For example, $200 checks went to 
those who lost their primary homes, 
while those whose homes were in 
three feet of water received $125 
checks and $50 checks were given 
those whose homes had water in the 
first floor up to three feet. 

The $38,000 was contributed by 
the West Virginia Department and 
Ladies Auxiliary, the Department of 
the District of Columbia, National 
Headquarters and private individu- 
als. 

Department Commander Albert 
M. Legg and Auxiliary State Presi- 
dent Lilly McCoy said the West Vir- 
ginia relief project was the only one 
they knew ofin which “brother helps 
brother come back from the devasta- 
tion of the flood.” 

Largest donation in the campaign 
was $10,000 from Post 9738, East 
Huntington, followed by $8,000 from 
National Headquarters. Additional 
contributions were $2,000 from Post 
3663, Buckhannon, and $1,000 each 
from Post 1064, Huntington; Post 
6450, Chester, and Post 8429, Cere- 
do. District of Columbia’s gift was 
$733. 

By the first week in January, Legg 
and Mrs. McCoy had visited at least 
10 towns to distribute relief funds, 
and additional stops were planned 
for the second week. 

Legg said VFW members lived in 
27 communities and 290 homes 
were damaged or destroyed. In addi- 
tion, Post Homes were damaged or 
destroyed in Harman, Moorefield, 
Parsons, Rowlesburg and Petersburg. 


continued on page 10 
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continued from page 8 


Valentine's Salute to Vets 

Film celebrities Martha Raye, who 
was honored by the 1980 VFW Na- 
tional Convention for her aid to 
troops in Vietnam, and Ernest Borg- 
nine, a WWII Navy veteran who 
served from 1935 to 1945, chaired 
the VA’s 1986 National Salute to 
Hospitalized Veterans. 

The National Salute was held at 
the 172 VA medical centers all dur- 
ing the week of Feb. 14 to increase 
awareness of hospitalized veterans 
among the general public and to 
encourage visits to their bedsides by 
all Americans, the veterans’ friends 
and well-known persons in commu- 
nities all over the country. 

Miss Raye, an Army nurse during 
WWII, was honored by the VFW’s 
81st National Convention in Chica- 
go for volunteering her nursing skills 
in Vietnam where she toured as an 
entertainer. 

She and Borgnine visited several 


VA facilities during the National 
Salute, as well as before it was 
launched to stimulate public atten- 
tion to the event. 

When VA Administrator Harry N. 
Walters announced Borgnine’s ap- 
pointment as co-chairperson, he was 


Ernest Borgnine, a 10-year Navy veteran, 
talks about old times with a veteran in a VA 
medical center during the VA’s National 
Salute to Hospitalized Veterans. 


on the set of “Airwolf,” the television 
drama series starring the Oscar- 
winning Borgnine. 


Learn Why ORANGE BLOSSOM GARDENS 
is FLORIDA’ S Fastest Growing Retirement Community! 


for as 


“$30,995 


Fare Financing Available 
You can own a luxurious two bedroom 
home with carport, utility room, Florida 
Room and your own spacious, land- 
scaped Golfview Home site! Only three 


lots to the acre.. 


And you'll enjoy FREE GOLF on our Executive Course and pay only 
$295 for Annual Membership in our Championship Country Club. 


ORANGE BLOSSOM GARDENS FEATURES: 


© 2 Private Golf 
Courses 
* $1,000,000 Recrea- 
tional Complex 
* 2 Solar-Heated Pools 
© Sewer and Water 
© Underground Utili 
and Cable T.V. 
© Garbage Collection 
© Wide Paved Streets 
© 24 Hour Security 
10 Horseshoe Courts 


417 Homes Sold In 1985 


front Parks 
Barbecue Area 
* Tennis Courts 
¢ 4 Bocci Ball Courts 


Enjoy Luxury Living on a budget! 
About $250 a month should pay your mainte- 
nance, taxes, sewer, water, utility bills, insurance, 
and cable T.V. - Everything but your groceries! 


Live and Play in a Country Club setting! 
Ideally located in the lush citrus grove and lake section 
of Central Florida, Orange Blossom Gardens is a 
private, adult, waterfront Country Club Community. 
Our friendly, retired residents play golf, and enjoy 
countless leisure activities year-round in sun-kissed 
Florida. 


Orange Blossom Gardens, DEPT. 53-K 10 Paradise Drive, Lady Lake, FL 32659 
8 miles north of Leesburg on U.S. 441-27 - Just 45 miles from Disney World! 
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For full details without cost or obligation 
call toll-free 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


1-800-621-5559 
In Mlinois call 1-800-972-5858 
Or mail this coupon now! 
ORANGE BLOSSOM GARDENS, Dept. 53-K, 
10 Paradise Drive, Lady Lake, FL 32659 
Please rush me your descriptive literature including 
floorplans and prices on model selections. 
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WASHINGTON WIRE 


LEGISLATIVE 


Turnage Nominated VA Head: White House announced it 
will nominate Thomas K. Turnage, who directed Selective Service 
System since late 1981, as VA administrator to succeed Harry N. 
Walters. Walters became president and CEO of Great Lakes Carbon 
Corp. on Feb. 1. He had been administrator since December, 1982. A 
retired major general, Turnage served on a special Pentagon tour 
with the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs 
when he was named Selective Service director. An infantry officer 
in World War II and Korea, he was Deputy Commanding General of 
the Military Department of California and commanded the 40th 
Infantry Division (Mechanized), of the California National Guard. 
Announcement of the White House plans came from the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee, whose chairman, Rep. G.V. (Sonny) 
Montgomery, predicted Turnage ‘will be a competent administra- 
tor.” A House committee spokesman said Walters’s resignation 
came as no surprise to those close to the VA who have known for 
some time of his desire to leave government. Montgomery said 
Walters was “‘one of the best” VA administrators in the agency’s 
66-year history. He is widely recognized as an outspoken and 
successful director, a committee spokesman said. Among his 
accomplishments was creation of the Committee for Employer 
Support of Veteran Employment. Another was an agency exercise 
and fitness program to prevent health problems and to promote 
independence for aging and disabled veterans, as well as increase 
productivity among VA employees. Walters’s leadership “brought 
an added dimension of prestige and integrity” to the VA, 
Montgomery said. 


VFW on POW/MIA Before Senate: Executive Director of the 
VFW Washington Office emphasized the organization's deep concern 
over the status of 2,436 men still unaccounted for in Southeast 
Asia in testimony before the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee. 
Speaking on behalf of the more than two million VFW members, 
Cooper T. Holt said: “For too long the POW/MLA issue was forgotten 
except by the National League of Families and a few organizations 
such as the VFW. Nowit is not forgotten, and indeedit has become a 
top priority issue for resolution by the current Administration. We 
are glad the cause of our missing men has the attention and 
concern of Congress as well. 

“The VFW believes in and firmly supports efforts to account 
for the more than 2,400 still missing in Vietnam and Laos. For 
years, we urged a government-to-government approach to this 
issue. And we continue to support this approach now. The VFW 
believes this offers the best opportunity to recover any Americans 
who may be still alive in Southeast Asia and also gain the return of 
the remains of other American servicemen. By accomplishing these 
priority tasks, we believe our larger goal of the fullest possible 
accounting of all missing men will be reached. With respect to the 
specific topic of live sightings of MIAs in Vietnam, we are well aware 
that Hanoi denies that any Americans remain there. Yet our 
government has numerous reports that are evidence Americans 


VETSGRAM 


may still be in Southeast Asia. The VFW believes that despite 
Hanoi’s denials, these reports must be pursued through the 
government-to-government approach until the full accounting has 
been completed Also any group or individual with information 
about POW/MIAs should turn it over to the proper government 
authorities. That should be accepted as a patriotic duty by all 
Americans. The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States has 
been and will remain dedicated to the fullest possible accounting of 
all our servicemen. Either alive or dead. We believe it is a matter of 
honor for all of us to seek their speedy recovery or return, and we 
expect the government to use its full resources at its maximum 
capability to reach this goal at the earliest opportunity.” 


Comp Rates Increased: Effective last Dec. 1, PL 99-238, 
signed by President Reagan Jan. 13, includes a 3.1% increase in 
compensation rates for veterans with service connected disabili- 
ties. Also increased by 3.1% was allowance for dependents and 
those receiving dependency and indemnity compensation. The 
clothing allowance for certain disabled veterans will be raised from 
$349 to $360, but this will not be paid before next August. 


SERVICE 


Job Training Extended fora Year: Jobless Vietnam Era and 
Korean War veterans have another year to be trained for work. 
President Reagan recently signed a bill giving the law another 
year’s lease on life. Included is an extra $65 million for FY 1986, but 
another law is needed for the money to be appropriated and made 
available to VA. Veterans began applying to take part in the 
training Feb. 1. Application period would end Jan. 30, 1987, but 
deadline for enrollment in approved training has been extended to 
duly 31, 1987. Eligibility: unemployment for at least ten of the last 
15 weeks immediately preceding date of veteran’s application. 
Certificate of eligibility issued by VA is to be presented to employer 
offering job training that meets specified requirements. Program, 
administered jointly by VA and Department of Labor, has put more 
than 37,000 veterans back to work since its inception in November, 
1983. Employers may be reimbursed half of veterans’ starting 
hourly pay up to $10,000. Some disabled veterans can get 15 
months of training and others a maximum of nine months. 


GI Insurance Increases to $50,000: An increase in the 
maximum amount of Servicemen’s Group Life Insurance (SGLI) 
from $35,000 to $50,000 became effective Jan. 1. It is automatic for 
active duty members of the U.S. Armed Forces. In addition, all 
reservists, whether protected under full or part-time SGLI 
coverage, will be automatically covered by the increase. It does not 
apply to retired reservists with SGLI coverage. They have until 
dan. 1, 1987, to apply for the additional coverage. Veterans Group 
Life Insurance (VGLI) coverage also has been increased by the 
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same amount and is now extended to members of the Individual 
Ready Reserve and the Inactive National Guard. Eligible individu- 
als also may have reduced coverage in the amount of $10,000, 
$20,000, $30,000 or $40,000. Monthly premiums for SGLI/VGLI 
coverage will remain at present rates. 


Marker Words: The Veterans Administration has added 
“U8. Army Air Corps” to the list of inscriptions for veterans’ 
gravemarkers placed in national and private cemeteries, which the 
VA provides at no charge. Before change, personnel who served in 
the Army Air Corps were identified as having served in the U.S. 
Army because Army Air Corps and Army Air Forces were U.S. 
Army elements until separated in 1947 as US. Air Force. The new 
policy is for only future requests and would not affect existing 
markers. 


VA Appointments in M and 8 Dept.: VA has named Marjorie 
Quandt as Assistant Chief Medical Director for Planning Coordina- 
tion, and Mansell G. (Sam) Piper as Director of Administration. 
This is a first step in reorganizing the department's Planning and 
Administration. Quandt will be responsible for coordinating the 
planning of the agency’s health care system, including develop- 
ment of strategic plans and goals and management of the 
department’s productivity improvement system. She remains 
Acting Director of Systems Development. Piper will be responsible 
for coordinating adminstrative services throughout VA's health 
care system, including medical administration, supply, building 
management, security, voluntary services and canteen activities. 


SECURITY 


Get Tough on Terrorists, Staum Says: VFW Commander-in- 
Chief John S. Staum has written President Reagan urging him to 
take a hard line on international terrorists. Recalling that one 
Middle Eastern group has declared “a holy war on Americans,” 
Staum wrote: 

“Mr. President, haven’t we already suffered enough? Our 
Marines were bombed in their barracks, a disabled citizen on 
vacation was murdered, even our helpless children are gunned 
down in airports. It’s time to answer the terrorists’ declarations of 
war. It’s time to announce that 1986 is the year we carry this war 
to the terrorist and defeat terrorism. 

“Passive defense measures, | am certain, have prevented and 
protected many from tragedy. But we cannot defeat terrorism with 
passive measures alone. To defeat the assassins and mass 
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murderers, more active defenses must be employed. 

“Tf it is to be a war, as these terrorists have declared, then it 
is time to fight back with all our resources and allies. Surely our 
European allies and many other friendly nations have themselves 
suffered to the point they would agree the extreme dangers of 
terrorism now demand emergency attention. Can’t we unite, and 
soon, behind a common international plan that provides a solid 
defensive shield for the free world against terrorism, pushes 
terrorism back to its home grounds and carries the war, in our own 
defense, to the terrorists themselves. The free world should be 
willing to suspend routine diplomatic conventions, if necessary, to 
support a united effort because the urgency of the situation 
demands it. Any unsupportive countries should be told there are 
no neutrals in this conflict. 

“Mr, President, Americans are tired of being the hunted 
victims of Mideast madmen. Americans are looking to your 
leadership to deal swiftly and firmly with terrorism and I assure 
you the 2.75 million members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
our Ladies Auxiliary will support you in bold action to win the war 
against terrorists in 1986.” 


Libya’s Free World Arms Sources: Libya, whose leader Col. 
Muammar Qaddafi has incurred U.S. wrath for his support of 
terrorism and mock heroics over U.S. Navy maneuvers in the Gulf 
of Sidra he claims as Libya’s, does not get its arms solely from the 
USSR. Defense Week of Jan. 13 quotes Col. Jonathan Alford, deputy 
head of the authoritative London-based International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, as saying European arms deliveries to Libya are 
slowing but are continuing. For example, Alford says, Libya has an 
unknown number of amphibious armored cars on order from Fiat. 
(Some sources claim Libya owns 15% of the company.) Each 
armored car mounts 20mm cannon and some a 90mm gun. Libya, 
Alford says, has 25 jet trainers on order from SIAI-Marchetti. But 
they may never be delivered because of the arms embargo Italy 
placed on Libya at U.S. urging French are in the Libyan market, 
too. A recent French sale was of 14 Mirage F-1 fighters. Original 
order was for 40, but shortages of hard currency forced Libyan 
cancellation. Alford says Libya was interested in the French 
Gazelle helicopter and the Super 530 air-to-air missile. Writing in 
Defense Week, James A. Russell says European suppliers have done 
almost $2 billion worth of business with Libya in the past five 
years. France has done the most, $850 million. Italy's total is $700 
million, Germany’s $380 million and Britain’s $40 million. In the 
same period, USSR has supplied Libya with $5.8 billion in arms. 
Total arms sales in the five-year period are estimated at $12 billion. 
Brazil also is emerging as an arms supplier to Libya. A Libyan team 
is expected in Brazil later this month to conclude new arms 
agreements. a 
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The Minnie 


By Glenn A. Stephens 


: Navy tug eased its bow into 
that ofa large blue grey fighting ship 
that had come to the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard on that cold Jan. 26, 
1946, a dozen years after she had 
been commissioned there. 

The number “36” identified her as 
the USS Minneapolis (CA36), a cruis- 
er that had earned 17 campaign 
stars in 25 battle actions in the war 
in the Pacific. She had missed only 
one major battle because two others 
were going on at the same time. 

The Minneapolis received little or 
no publicity during the war simply 
because she could not be sunk. Thus 
no headlines, although she came 
close to being lost on the night of 
Nov. 30, 1942, in the action history 
calls the Battle of Tassafaronga, 
Guadalcanal. 

(The USS Minneapolis was named 
for the city where the VFW will hold 
its 87th National Convention from 
Aug. 15 to 22. To register early and 
save two dollars on the registration 
fee, send the coupon opposite.) 

The bow the tug eased into in 


Philadelphia was not the same one 
the “Minnie,” as her devoted crew 
called her, went to war with, but let’s 
not get ahead of our story. Back to 
Guadalcanal. 

Japanese troops on Guadalcanal 
numbered nearly 30,000. Most were 
on half rations because of a lack of 
supplies. The Tokyo Express sent 
troop reinforcements, but the cargo 
transports with the supplies had 
nearly all been sunk or destroyed. 
Rear Adm. Raizo Tanaka had a sim- 
ple plan to race into Iron Bottom 
Sound off Tassafaronga with his 
force of destroyers and drop over- 
board hundreds of metal drums full 
of supplies. 

Just six days before these events, 
Adm. T.C. Kincaid was appointed to 
anew strike force to shut down the 
Tokyo Express. Adm. Kincaid work- 
ed out an operational plan, and 
conferred with his officers. Four 
days later, he was detached by Adm. 
Chester Nimitz to take over the 
North Pacific Force at Dutch Harbor. 

Rear Adm. Carleton Wright took 


his place, bringing with him his flag- 
ship, the heavy cruiser Minneapolis. 
He knew little about the waters in 
which the coming battle would take 
place and had little time to form his 
own battle plan,.so he took Kin- 
caid’s. The night battle that followed 
was a disaster for the U.S Navy 
cruiser force. Adm. Tanaka had 
eased his supply ships into position 
off Tassafaronga, slowing down to 
begin unloading drums and troops. 
Destroyer Fletcher had the latest in 
radar, and, operating in the van of 
Adm. Wright’s force, picked up the 
Japanese destroyers on its radar 
and asked permission to fire tor- 
pedoes. Wright did not give it for 
four minutes, This put the Japanese 
destroyers at a bad angle with the 
Fletcher and the other three van 
destroyers. All torpedoes missed the 
Tanaka force. Immediately after the 
torpedoes were fired, Adm. Wright 
gave his cruisers the orders to open 
fire. When the shells exploded, Tan- 
aka’s crew replied with 20 plus long- 
lance torpedoes. They had a devas- 
tating effect on the cruiser force, 
particularly the Minneapolis. 

She had been in the first five 
major Pacific battles and her crew 
was well-trained and disciplined. 
They loved the Minnie too much to 
let her go down without putting up a 
tremendous fight. 

This night action of Nov. 30, 1942, 
would be her sixth against the ene- 
my and one that would try the 
mettle of the Minneapolis crew. 
They would not fail. The Minnea- 
polis fired her big 8-inch guns at the 
first light from the star shells of the 
Fletcher. The first four salvos struck 
on or straddled a Japanese trans- 
port; the next four salvos emerged 
with another cruiser and the Jap- 
anese destroyer Takanami went to 
the bottom. Seconds later, the Minn- 
eapolis came to a shattering halt as 
two torpedoes crashed into her side. 
One removed 60 feet of her bow. The 
other went into number two fire 
room, destroying it as well as num- 
bers one and three. The wily Japa- 
nese had split their forces. The sec- 
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ond group came boring in from 
around Cape Esperance to fire tor- 
pedoes and main batteries. The ef- 
fect was the two hits on Minnea- 
polis; the New Orleans lost her bow; 
Pensacola, trying to avoid those 
ships, was hit by a torpedo and set 
on fire; Northampton took two tor- 
pedo hits and sank; and the Hono- 
lulu maneuvered out of trouble. 


“The moment of truth 
that night came at 
2327 hours, a time 

I'll never forget.” 


Below decks, the Minneapolis 
“black gang” was decimated. Three 
fire rooms were out of action, and it 
was up to the men in number four 
fire room to keep up steam at all 
costs. 

Water Tender Norman J. Kolbusz 
had been aboard the Minnie since 
Pearl Harbor and remained all 
through the Pacific War. He recalls 
the events of the fateful night viv- 


idly: 


“The moment of truth that night’ 


was 2327 hours, a time I'll never 
forget. Fright is a second in length, 
at least that is what I thought then. 
We in number four knew the fire 
rooms ahead of us were flooded by 
the water pouring from our forward 
bulkhead. We also knew then that to 
keep way on the ship, alot depended 
on our fire room to keep steam up, 
at all costs. Flanges connecting 
steamlines from our forward fire 
rooms ruptured, but our bilge pump 
was able to keep up with the water 
coming in until the leaks were caulk- 
ed and bulkhead shored up.” 

That first second of fright, lights 
out, one burner in each boiler, the 
deafening sound of silence momen- 
tarily, then the sound of a bellowing 
voice booming, giving orders as 
though this happened all the time. 
This was “Whispering” Sam Jones, 


chief water tender in charge of num- 
ber four fire room. 

“Sam Jones should deserve more 
than a mere mention; he was more 
than a leader,” says Kolbusz. Sam 
Jones was to all a sort of father 
figure, friend, counselor, teacher- 
plus. Not many people knew what 
he wrought from his men in the fire 
room, training over and over again 
until it almost became a tedious 
repetition. 

More than six hours after the 
torpedo hit the Minnie, the men in 
number four were able to come out. 
What they saw was unbelievable: 60 
feet of her bow was gone, numbers 
one and two fire rooms were open to 
the sea. Only one man of the 37 in 
the three fire rooms got out alive, 
Water Tender 2/c Bob Collins. He 
managed to get into the air lock and 
dog the hatch behind him. Water 
Tender 2/c Claude Hardy opened 
the second deck lock to free Collins. 
Hardy had just taken the chance 
that someone might have made it to 
the air lock. 

The men in number one engine 
room were forced out by ruptured 
steam lines. Machinist Mate 1/c 
William Anderson had made several 
attempts to shut the main steam 
line and succeeded only in finding 
steam was coming in from another 


source. Lt. Herman Miller took his 
engine room crew to the aft engine 
room where steam was still coming 
from the heroic crew in number four 
fire room. The Minnie made slow 
headway toward Tulagi Harbor. . 
Adm. Wright thought the Minnie 
was going down, so he turned com- 
mand over to Adm. Tisdale aboard 
another cruiser. Capt. C.E. Rosen- 
dahl also thought the Minnie might 
go down when first reports of dam- 
age came in to him. Very soon after 
the black gang had restored power 
from number four fire room and the 
aft engine room, Lt. Cdr. Al Parker, 
the chief engineer, reported he 
could get a few turns on the screws. 
So Capt. Rosendahl made for Lunga 
Point, “In case I had to beach her, we 
would be off friendly territory. I 
wanted to give my men as good a 
chance of survival as I could.” The 
men in the Minnie had only begun to 
fight. Soon the black gang and the 
repair parties reported leaks stop- 
ped, bulkheads shored, and some 
freeboard gained as well as some of 
the list. During this time, the battle 
had swept on by, and the only thing 
showing evidence of a battle was the 
bow of a Japanese destroyer float- 
ing by and a transport that drifted 


Oe ee ee i er me nee 


VFW 87th National Convention 
Leamington Hotel 

1014 Third Ave., South 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 


Register in Advance for 1986 Convention 
(Make checks or money orders payable to VFW 87th National Convention) 


VFW: MARCH 1986 7 


a. 


See the complete 
Caribbean in aweek— 
10% off for 


Veterans! 


By sailing from San Juan instead of 
from Florida, Cunard Countess lets 
you discover a different island almost 
every day—see the complete Carib- 
bean in a week and save a big 

10 percent! 


2 ways to see the complete 
Caribbean in a week. 


Choose Cunard’s “Caribbean Capi- 
tals” —and see South America: 

San Juan to Caracas (La Guaira), 
Grenada, Barbados, Martinique, St. 
Thomas/St. John. Or Cunard’s “7- 
Plus” Cruise: San Juan to St. Maar- 
ten, St. Barts, Guadeloupe, St. 
Lucia, Antigua, St. Thomas/St. John. 
Combine both itineraries and explore 
12 excitingly different destinations in 
just two weeks—with your second 
week just $449 to $499. 


Every day a different 
port, a different sport! 

Golf, play tennis or enjoy water 
sports at picturesque ports of call. At 
sea, enjoy an outdoor cafe and multi- 
level pool, air-conditioned gym, 
sauna and Jacuzzi® Whirlpool Baths. 
Take in the casino or the piano bar. 
Enjoy ocean-view dining, dance in 
the nightclub or disco in the exciting 
Indoor/Outdoor Center. 


Veterans save 10%. 


Rates for a one-week cruise—which 
include your roundtrip airfare—begin 


12 convenient Saturday 
sailings for members. 


“7-Plus” 
May 17 
dune 28 
duly 26 
Aug. 9 
Sept. 6 
Nov. 1 


“Capitals” 
May 24 
dune 7 
duly 5 
Aug. 16 
Sept. 13 
Oct. 11 


For reservations and informa- 
tion, call Mr. Les Kertes toll-free: 
(800) 645-2120. In New York, call 
collect: (516) 466-0335. 


Rates are per person, double occupancy, and 
dependent on departure date. Taxes not 
included. Itineraries subject to change. 
Cunard Countess is registered in Great Britain. 


Mr. Les Kertes, Hartford Holidays, Box 462, 
277 Northern Boulevard, Great Neck, 
NY 11022. 


Rush me details on Cunard’s special dis- 
count for Veterans on 7-day 
Caribbean cruises. 


NAME 


at $999 in New York and Miami; 
elsewhere rates may be higher. And 
remember, you and your family 
deduct a 10 percent member's 
discount! 


ADDRESS, APT NO. 


CITY 


£37060 
AREA CODE, DAYTIME PHONE 


STATE Zip 


©1986 CUNARD 


CUNARD 


QUEEN ELIZABETH 2* SAGAFJORD « VISTAFJORD 
CUNARD PRINCESS * CUNARD COUNTESS 
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continued from page 17 


along and finally sank not far off. At 
this point, Capt. Rosendahl decided 
to make it to Tulagi. 

Tulagi had no dock facilities, so 
the Minnie just went in close to 
shore. The Marines supplied camou- 
flage nets to prevent discovery by 


Japanese aircraft. The crew cut all 
types of foliage to lay over the net 
and this was changed often. The 
repair parties began to clean up the 
oily water that had gone as far up as 
the second deck and aft to midships. 

Things were looking good for the 
Minnie when on Dec. 5, a spark 
ignited trapped gas, and an explo- 
sion that tore out all the repair work 
cost Minnie seven feet of freeboard. 
The crew met this new challenge 
just like the one of five days before. 
The Minnie would not go down. 

On Jan. 7, 1943, in company with 
the damaged Pensacola and an es- 
cort, the Minnie left for Pearl only to 
be forced back by the failure of her 
salt water damaged boiler tubes. 

On Feb. 12, the Minnie headed for 
Pearl once again and arrived there 
on March 2, escorted by a tanker, 
two destroyers and a battleship. 
Later at Mare Island, she got her 
new bow. 

Bearing numerals 36, she would 
take a nearly new crew back to the 
Pacific. Arriving to join Task Force 
15 for the recapture of Wake Island, 
the Minnie remained at sea for 20 
months and engaged in battles 
wherever needed. 

After a stay at Puget Sound Navy 
Yard for new guns, boilers, radar 
and replacement of the crew, she 
was out to sea once more, and at the 
war's end she was in Subic Bay. 
Adm. Kincaid once again brought 
his flag back to the Minnie and was 
off to Korea to officiate at the Japa- 
nese surrender of Korea and North 
China. 

The “magic carpet” began. Minnie 
was one of many ships detailed to 
take GIs home. Then after 24 years 
in 16th Fleet reserve, she was finally 
sold for scrap in 1969, much to the 
dismay of all who had ever served 
aboard this fighting ship of fighting 
ships. * a 
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It’s about 2,000 miles to Honduras in 
the heart of Central America from 
my home in Russell, Kans. It seems 
even more remote because it does 
not often make headline news these 
days, but the problems of Honduras 
and of Central America are not 
remote; they are right on our door- 
step and they are serious. 

This fall, [went to Central America 
to assess the situation for the VFW. 
With VFW Director Ken Steadman, 
of National Security and Foreign 
Affairs, I travelled to Panama, Costa 
Rica, Honduras, El Salvador and 
Mexico. At each stop, I discussed 


Central 


the local situation with our ambas- 
sadors, their staffs and with officials 
of each country. I learned there is 
reason for optimism, and for con- 
cern. 

After a decade of unrest, democra- 
cy had returned to the countries of 
the region. Elections in Panama and 
El Salvador in 1984 were followed 
last year by democratic elections in 
Honduras, Guatemala and Costa Ri- 
ca. Popularly elected governments 
and not dictatorships are now the 
general rule in Central and South 
America. That is reason for opti- 
mism. Democratic governments and 
peoples share similar values and 
views that result in close friendships 
and good neighbors. Many of the 
countries in Central America, just 


o 


merica’s Problems 
Are Our Concern 


By Norman G. Staab 


as in Western Europe, are our close 
friends and staunch allies. I am 
convinced they will remain both 
democratic and good friends if we 
continue to support them. 

Support from the United States is 
important to these Central Amer- 
ican countries. They face the same 
problems as many other poor coun- 
tries. Weak economies, staggering 
international debts, poor health fac- 
ilities and low educational levels are 
problems common to all the Central 
American countries we visited. 
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Paes thanks to the canal’s revenues, has one of the strong- 
est economies in the region. Its national debt, however, 
equalling 75% of its annual income, holds down economic 
growth. Mounting debts are a major problem for all these 
countries. Even Mexico, with its large oil reserves, owes U.S. banks 
over $30 billion. Costa Rica, Honduras and El Salvador, which 
depend on agricultural exports, are facing even more severe 
crises. Their financial woes are among the major causes of high 
unemployment and runaway inflation. 
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uch conditions would amount to a severe test for even the 

United States, but these small countries face a greater 
challenge from outside their borders. The threat that a Com- 
munist-dominated Nicaragua poses to the region has become 
apparent in Costa Rica. This tiny country, about the size of West 
Virginia with only 2.5 million people, has remained at peace with 
its neighbors for more than a century. Since 1949, when Costa 
Rica abolished its armed forces, it has been defenseless against 
external aggression and internal subversion. Now Costa Rica feels 
threatened by both. 

Recently Costa Rica and its democratic government became the 
target of hostile attacks and intimidation from Nicaragua, and 
subversive forces have infiltrated the country. Benjamin Pisa, a 
widely respected businessman who serves without pay as minis- 
ter of public security, discussed his concerns with us in a wide- 
ranging interview. He noted that nearly 50 border crossings by 
Nicaraguan soldiers into Costa Rica occurred in 1985 alone. The 
Costa Rican Civil Guard and rural assistance forces were no 
match for the well-armed Nicaraguans. Costa Rica’s best defense 
against these hostile acts was to publicize them so that the weight 
of world opinion would halt the Sandinista aggression. Nic- 
aragua's 62,000 well-equipped troops could easily overrun this 
country, Pisa explained, but the Nicaraguan strategy was to 
destabilize and subvert Costa Rica without direct attack. 


Ithough faced with a similar challenge from Nicaragua, 
Honduras seems determined to remain democratic. The 
recent presidential elections there brought out a large number of 
candidates and an even greater response from 4.3 million Hondu- 
rans. Travel in Honduras, about the size of Minnesota, is difficult. 
Two mountain ranges cross the country, and the few roads are in 
poor condition. Despite these difficulties, many Hondurans walk 
for days to reach their district and provincial capitals to vote. 
Honduras, with U.S. assistance, has launched a major effort to 
improve travel within the country. Last year, the United States 
joined with Panama and Honduras in a local experiment. U.S. 
Army Reserve Engineer battalions were sent to Panama and 
Honduras to help build roads and bridges in their rural areas. The 
engineers worked with the local people and soldiers for two weeks 
of active duty. The reservists’ training was realistic and they 
helped the people and economies of two countries. U.S. Ambassa- 
dor John Ferch said the experiment was so successful that 
Honduras has asked for a similar effort this year. 
Improvements to roads and bridges pay off immediately by 
helping local people get their products to markets and making 
medical attention and education more available in remote areas. 
Just as important, however, are the longterm dividends produced 
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by people-to-people and country-to-country contact. Such small 
things as helping your neighbor build enduring friendships armong 
nations. 

Nicaragua's tactics seem aimed at destabilizing Costa Rica by 
disrupting the economy and the government by subversion. Later, 
U.S. Ambassador Lewis Tambs pointed out that Costa Rica’s 
population has jumped by 10% in only a few years, as 250,000 
refugees fled Nicaragua’s Sandinista regime. In addition to the 
increased economic and unemployment burden placed on Costa 
Rica, there is evidence that refugees harbor Nicaraguan subver- 
sives. Costa Rica has experienced an outbreak of terrorist 
activities since the refugees began to stream into the country in 
the early 1980s. A special commission appointed by the Costa 
Rican Congress also discovered that Communist Cuba has been 
supplying weapons to subversive elements for several years. 

Honduras, like all Central American countries, wants closer 
relations with the United States to counteract the growing 
menace of Nicaragua. Border clashes with the powerful Soviet- 
supplied Nicaraguan army have caused apprehension among 
Honduran officials. Last summer, a Nicaraguan armored column 
penetrated to within 30 miles of Tegucigalpa, the Honduran 
capital. Hondurans contend that a Communist Nicaragua is not 
only a menace, but an intrusion of an alien political system into 
the region. They remind visitors that Honduras was once the 
center of the Central American Federation that included Hon- 
duras, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua. The five 
stars in the blue and white Honduran flag represent the former 
members of the 1820s federated republic. 

Since the Sandinistas gained control in Nicaragua, Honduras 
has built stronger democratic ties as a founding member of the 
Central American Democratic Community and has urged the 
rebuilding of the Central American Defense Council. 


he concern about Communism is plainly evident in El Salva- 

dor. There the struggle against Nicaraguan-supported guerril- 
las has been going on since the late 1970s. For a while, tiny El 
Salvador was a bloody battleground between the leftist Commun- 
ist guerrillas in the countryside and the rightist death squads in 
the cities. The May, 1984, election of Jose Napoleon Duarte was an 
important event in that struggle. Despite guerrilla threats of 
disruption, more than 80% of El Salvador’s eligible 5.1 million 
people voted in the elections. Duarte’s election signalled the end of 
the death squads and the restoration of U.S. help in fighting the 
guerrillas. 

An estimated 6,000 to 8,000 guerrillas still are engaged in the 
war to gain control of El Salvador. Until recently, their target was 
the Salvadoran economy. Sugar cane and cotton fields have been 
set afire; gas stations, bridges and electric power lines have been 
blown up, and small shops, businesses and factories destroyed. 
The damage exceeds over $1 billion for 1985 alone. 

But the guerrilla strategy may have backfired. By targeting the 
Salvadoran economy, the guerrillas have hurt the poor farmers 
and small shopkeepers the most. This has cost the guerrillas what 
popular support they had. The Salvadoran military has improved 
with US. training. Large guerrilla bands no longer can move freely 
through the countryside. Army patrolling has forced the guerrilla 
bands to split into small groups and hide during the day. The 
guerrillas still can conduct hit-and-run attacks, but they cannot 
remain once the army counterattacks. 
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Loss of popular support and the improved Salvadoran military 
are forcing the guerrillas to change their tactics. They appear to 
be shifting away from guerrilla war in the countryside to terror- 
ism in the cities and towns. The shooting deaths of five U.S. Marine 
embassy guards last June and the kidnapping of President 
Duarte’s daughter last fall are signs ofthe shift. The guerrillas now 
seem to be infiltrating into the cities, smuggling arms and 
explosives into hideouts and locating targets for terrorist attacks. 
Salvadoran Defense Minister Vides Casanova and U.S. officials 
expect a wave of terrorism in the cities and towns early this year 
and are warning that Americans in El Salvador are likely targets. 

Congress and the current Administration are moving to help 
prepare the Salvadorans for the new tactics. A bill now being 
considered would provide training to the Salvadoran police to 
help them control and cut off terrorist attacks. Considering the 
improvement that the 55 U.S. military trainers brought to the 
Salvadoran military, the police training can lead to a great 
security improvement as well. But the United States must act 
soon if it is to prevent more tragedy. Recently, a Soviet-built car 
involved in an accident while travelling from Nicaragua to San 
Salvador, El Salvador’s capital, was found to contain hidden explo- 
sives, weapons and ammunition. The equipment was padded and 
sound proofed with Nicaraguan newspapers. U.S. weapons cap- 
tured by the North Vietnamese and shipped to Nicaragua via 
Cuba and Grenada have been found on Salvadoran battlefields 
after the guerrillas have withdrawn. Other evidence that Nicara- 
gua is advising and training the guerrillas as well has come to light. 
Until recently exposed, the headquarters for the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, the principal guerrilla group, was 
located in Managua, Nicaragua’s capital. At least three military 
camps in Nicaragua have been used for training Salvadoran 
guerrillas. The camps are staffed by Cuban military officers, and 
the training comes from combat manuals developed by North 
Vietnam and North Korea. It was reported also that the Soviet 
Union has sent special military units, called “Spetznaz,” experts in 
kidnapping, assassination and demolition, to train terrorists and 
guerrillas. 


t every stop on my trip, it became clear that Nicaragua is at the 
hub of growing security concerns in Central America. Each of 
the countries I visited has its own economic, social and political 
problems. They all face the common fear, however, that their 
security is becoming increasingly threatened by developments in 
Nicaragua. In only a few years, Nicaragua has become the major 
center for training and supplying guerrillas, terrorists and sub- 
versives throughout Central America. Even Mexico, the largest 
U.S. southern neighbor, has moved some of its troops down along. 
its southern border as fear of guerrilla war and subversion grows. 
It isnecessary to recognize that U.S. security is linked to that of 
these countries. U.S. use of the sealanes in the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Caribbean, through which two-thirds of the imported and 
Alaskan oil is shipped, would be jeopardized by Communist bases 
in Central America. Arguments, however, that all of Central 
America’s problems and U.S. security concerns can be resolved by 
some sort of military solution miss the point. Those who argue 
that economic and political aid and reform are all that is needed 
miss the same point. 
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When 
the 


Navy 
Proved 
ltself 


—Again 


James L. Kerwin 


Reroen FROM THE BATTLEFIELD in the early stages of the Korean 
War were grim. Untested U.S. Army troops, dispatched from occupation 
duty in Japan, backed by a contingent of green Marines rushed from 
California bases, or the fleet, tenaciously hung on to the Pusan Perimeter, a 
small corner where the forces of the Republic of Korea (ROK) had been 
pushed by the relentless Communist invaders from North Korea. 

To some, it looked like Custer’s Last Stand. And even if the tide could be 


turned, the hastily formed United 
Nations troops would have atitantic 
job pushing the invaders back across 
the 38th Parallel they crossed sud- 
denly, and unexpectedly, on June 
25, 1950. They prompted President 
HarryS Truman to heat up the Cold 
War by committing American forces 
and getting a United Nations resolu- 
tion (during a Soviet boycott of the 
UN sessions) to thwart blatant ag- 
gression. 

Dismal as the situation appeared, 
planning already was underway by 
mid-summer for a bold strike which 
would—in the matter of one daring 
naval engagement—swiftly and de- 
cisively turn the war around. 


The Navy's support was critical in the in- 
vasions of Inchon (above) and Wonsan 
(below) in fall, 1950. (Navy photographs) 


Navy ships had been 
setting records 
crisscrossing the 
Pacific to ferry troops, 
supplies and planes. 
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From his head- 
quarters in Tok- 
yo, General of 
the Army Doug- 
las A. MacArth- 
ur, whose island-hopping campaign 
helped defeat the Japanese in World 
War II, was busily plotting the In- 
chon invasion. Inchon was a place 
where the high tides and tricky 
terrain made any thought of landing 
troops both improbable and almost 
impossible. A master of planning the 
unexpected, MacArthur and his 
aides, in one swift stroke by the X 
Corps under Gen. Edward Almond 
trapped and destroyed much of the 
Communist force. The invasion was 
mounted on Sept. 15, 1950, the day 
the tide was highest. 

The armada was spread out. But 
the small picket ships patrolling on 
the outer circle shot down a Soviet 
patrol plane headed towards Inchon. 
It is believed to have been on routine 
patrol, but the fleet commander 
took no chances and blasted it from 
the skies, long before it could get to 
the heart of the fleet preparing to 
land the invasion troops. I believe 
bodies were recovered and buried in 
the UN cemetery at Pusan. They 
never were reclaimed by the USSR 
which did not want to admit it had 
military personnel in the area, al- 
though American pilots who blasted 
MiGs from the sky claim they were 
piloted by Caucasians. 

(The Inchon invasion force con- 
sisted of these major units: lst 
Marine and Army 7th Infantry Divi- 
sions; 92nd and 96th Field Artillery 
Battalions; 50th Anti-Aircraft Artil- 
lery Battalion; 56th Amphibious 
Tank and Tractor Battalion; 19th 
Engineer Special Group; and 2nd 
Engineer Special Brigade. In reserve 
were the 3rd Infantry Division and 
the 187th Airborne RCT.) 

The US. Navy, from its main Pacific 
base in Hawaii, played a key role in 
turning around the war. The Mac- 
Arthur strategy was worked out in 
the secret war planning rooms of 
Adm. Arthur W. Radford at Pearl 


Harbor, the same Pacific fleet head- 
quarters used in planning the deci- 
sive battles against the Japanese 
only five years before. There U.S. 
ships, already busily ferrying sup- 
plies and troops to the war zone, 
and bombarding the Korean coast- 
line occupied by the invaders, were 
being assembled for the classic strike 
at Inchon. 

For most servicemen embarking 
from the military ports at San Fran- 
cisco, Seattle and Los Angeles, the 
future looked dismal—a holding 
engagement to be followed by bloody 
battles to repel the invaders. 

Specialists were flown in Navy 
aircraft to Adm. Radford’s head- 
quarters to bolster the planning and 
prepare the task force being assem- 
bled for the secret and surprise 
invasion. 

Navy ships had been setting re- 
cords crisscrossing the Pacific to 
ferry troops and supplies and planes 
to the battlefield. The USS Boxer 
(CV-21), commissioned late in World 
War II, too late for the major engage- 
ments, set a record in July, 1950, 
sailing from California to the war 
zone in eight days with a valuable 
cargo of F-51 prop-type aircraft 
needed for close ground support. 
The 27,000-ton ship, small by today’s 
nuclear-powered floating air sta- 
tions, would rush to the battle scene 
again by late summer to provide air 
support for the invasion. 

When my shipmates and I boarded 
at Pearl Harbor in late August, we 
wondered why the rush this time. 
Probably just to support the be- 
leaguered garrison at Pusan. Films 
were shown on the hangar deck at 
night to prepare us—movies of air 
action and bombardments during 
the successful Pacific campaigns of 
World War II and, oddly enough, of 
the havoc a typhoon could wreak, 
swamping ships and battering super- 


structures, even peeling back flight 
decks. Within days, the sea was ina 
turmoil with waves splashing as high 
as the flight deck. The Boxer handled 
herself much better than the smaller 
destroyers escorting us. 

The Boxer pulled in the port of 
Sasebo in southern Japan to refuel 
and allow some of us to head for 
Tokyo and Far East Naval Head- 
quarters which was coordinating 
closely with planners of Gen. Mac- 
Arthur, Adm. Arleigh Burke, one of 
the carrier heroes of World War II, 
was working late into the night with 
Adm. C. Turner Joy on details of the 
Inchon landing. 

A fleet assembled off the southern 
coast of Japan and headed towards 
the western coast of Korea. Among 
the vessels was the Boxer, accom- 
panied by the battleship Missouri, 
on which Japan signed the official 
surrender documents in 1945. Shel- 
ling began before dawn. Corsairs, 
the old workhorse of World War II 
engagements, swooped in for rocket 
attacks and bombing runs, sup- 
plemented by the sleek Skyraiders. 
The pounding lasted for an hour 
before the first. waves were sent 
ashore. The landings were virtually 
unopposed, and the troops quickly 
scrambled up the beaches and inland 
towards the capital of Seoul. 

In a stunning victory, the North 
Koreans were put to rout. Seoul was 
quickly recaptured, and the UN army 
struck out for the 38th Parallel 
and beyond. It was still a land war, 
but the Navy again proved its worth 
at a time when some military stra- 
tegists argued that its role should be 
confined to convoying troops and 
supplies and patrolling hostile 
coasts. 

The U.S. Navy instead maintained 
complete control of the sea—and 
with the U.S. Air Force—command 
also of the air. The Navy at Inchon 


not only provid- 
ed mobility of a 
strike force with 
the classic am- 
phibious assault, 
but in a few months would prove 
invaluable again with the evacu- 
ation at Hungnam after the Chinese 
hordes poured across the Yalu River 
late in 1950 when many thought the 
hositilities were drawing to a 
close. 

The Korean War revitalized naval 
aviation, especially with its close 
ground support. It denied the Com- 
munists the use of sealanes through 
the three years of the Korean War. 
Six out of the seven troops who 
fought in Korea were transported 
there by ship, along with more than 
54 million tons of cargo and 22 
million gallons of petroleum. 

It proved the value of seapower, 
the need for an adequate fleet to 
control the oceans and deny their 
use to an enemy. 

Without a strong Navy—for bom- 
bardment, aerial strikes and landing 
troops—tiny minesweepers would 
have been unable to clear Wonsan 
harbor for the ill-fated strike to the 
Chosin Reservoirs and later evac- 
uation of Army troops, Marines and 
South Korean forces. Even then, 
there were casualties such as the 
minesweeper Partridge that was 
blown from the water with the loss 
of eight crewmen. 

In writing his memoirs, MacArthur 
fully credited the Navy’s role. He 
wrote: “Naval supremacy is essential 
to conduct any insular campaign.” 
And, “The only strategy is to apply 
maximum power of naval and air to 
support pressed ground forces.” 

His field commander, Gen. James 
Van Fleet, observed of the Hungnam 
deployment, “We could not have 
exited without the Navy with its 
gunfire and control of the skies.” 

After the Korean War, the Boxer 
engaged in anti-submarine opera- 
tions before finally being consigned 
to the scrap heap. She was stricken 
from naval operations in 1969. @ 


The Korean War 
revitalized naval 
aviation, especially 
with its close 
ground support. 


About the Author: 

James L. Kerwin, a reporter on the 
Detroit News for more than 30 years, 
is a Navy veteran of the Korean War 
and member of Post 423, Grosse 
Pointe, Mich. 
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Jimmie: 


He Will Be Missed 
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“An inspiration to us all’”’ 


he scene was the United 

States Capitol, 2:32 p.m., 

March 1, 1954. The 243 

members of the House 

of Representatives had 
just heard Rep. Joseph Martin, the 
House speaker, bring up the Mexi- 
can labor bill. 

At that moment, some two dozen 
shots rang out from the gallery, as a 
woman began screaming for free- 
dom for Puerto Rico. Several Repre- 
sentatives dropped to the floor for 
cover. One bullet crashed through a 
Representative’s desk, missing him 
by a foot, and another ricochetted 
three feet away. A slug penetrated 
the chair of Rep. John W. McCor- 
mack, House minority leader. 

Before the fusillade was over, five 
Representatives had been wounded. 

One of the attackers attempted to 
flee when his pistol jammed, and the 
woman screamed again for freedom 
and threw her Puerto Rican flag into 
the gallery. 

Outside the gallery door, an as- 
sailant had been knocked to the 
floor and held there; the woman’s 
arms were pinned to the wall, and 
another man was held against a 
wall. 

The man on the floor had a firm 
grasp on his pistol. Finally Rep. 
James E. Van Zandt, who had been 
Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars for three successive 
terms, managed to break the man’s 
grip and disarm him. 

Van Zandt, from an instinct born 
of combat service, had hit the floor 
when the shooting started. Then he 
crawled to a cloakroom and rushed 
up the steps to the gallery and 
helped seize one of the four Puerto 
Rican nationalist terrorists. 

The one Van Zandt disarmed was 
picked up from the floor and taken 
to the back elevator. More bullets 
were found in his overcoat pocket. 

Courageous? Yes, but it was typi- 
cal of Jimmie Van Zandt, for he was 
always one to press ahead while 
others might hesitate or fall by the 
wayside. 


His Navy, Congressional and VFW 
careers provide ample evidence of 
this quality. 

But Jimmie Van Zandt’s voice, 
raised so often on behalf of veterans 
and the nation he and they served, is 
still now, for he died at 87 on Jan. 6 
after a long illness. Burial was in 
Arlington National Cemetery with 
full military honors on Jan. 10. Sur- 
vivors are his widow, Esther, of Ar- 
lington, Va., and one son, James E. II, 
of Falls Church, Va. 


Jimmie Van Zandt’s presence at 
VFW National Conventions with his 
snow-white mane of hair was leg- 
endary. He could always be counted 
on at least once during each week- 
long session, wearing his khaki uni- 
form, to rise to address the dele- 
gates on a particular issue of major 
concern. One of his memorable 
speeches, lasting a typical 45 min- 
utes or so, was delivered in support 
of admitting women to VFW mem- 
bership. He pointed out that his wife 

_— 


A prime mover in the VFW's efforts to get its own building in Washington, D.C., Jimmie Van 
Zandt shared the podium with President Eisenhower at the dedication in 1959. 


f Past Commander-in-Chief 

Van Zandt, Commander-in-Chief 
John S. Staum said, “Jimmie Van 
Zandt was an inspiration to all 
Americans. He was a dedicated pub- 
lic servant, a man known for the 
courage of his convictions and a 
distinguished combat veteran of 
three wars. His work on behalf of 
America’s veterans will be long 
remembered.” 

His name was enshrined two years 
ago when the VA Medical Center in 
his hometown of Altoona, Pa., was 
named in his honor, a tribute to his 
lifetime of dedication to veterans 
and his 22 years of service to the 
Altoona area in Congress. 


had been an Army nurse in World 
War II, and admitting her and other 
women who had served overseas to 
the VFW would be an act of justice. 
His oratory probably helped put the 
by-law revision over, for it was 
passed. 

One of the gaps in the 86th Nation- 
al Convention was Jimmie Van 
Zandt’s absence. It was regrettable, 
too, for a testimonial resolution in 
his honor was adopted by the dele- 
gates and given to the Pennsylvania 
Department leaders for presenta- 
tion to him in his hospital room. 

The resolution, a “Salute to James 
E. Van Zandt,” paid tribute to him 
for his role in achieving a wide range 
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“A dedicated public servant” 
a ven neet siet sie AL eee NEON NE Esa cca tak ae AreRD ES 


of benefits for American veterans of 
the nation’s wars in this century. 

One of his favorite stories was 
included in the resolution. After Van 
Zandt announced to his Congres- 
sional colleagues that he was enlist- 
ing in the Navy for World War II 
service, President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt, a victim of polio, put aside his 
partisan differences and told Van 
Zandt he envied him. Tapping his 
paralyzed legs, Roosevelt added, “If I 
didn’t have these, I'd do the same 
thing.” 

Of course, World War II was just 
one of the three wars in which Van 
Zandt served. 


orn in Altoona on Dec. 18, 1898, 

Jimmie Van Zandt enlisted in 
the Navy for World War I service 
when he was still a high school 
senior a few days after the U.S. 
entered the war. Before the Armis- 
tice, he had made 12 round trips 
across the Atlantic as a Navy sig- 
nalman. 

For 67 years he was a member of 
Post 3 in Altoona, and it was from 
his leadership in Post 3 in those 
early post-WWI days that he rose to 
prominence in the VFW nationally. 

Meanwhile, he went to work for 
the Pennsylvania Railroad — actual- 
ly he had begun his railroad career 
in 1916 as an apprentice molder in 
the Altoona shops — and continued 
until 1938 when he was furloughed 
to run for his first of 11 terms in the 
House of Representatives. He had 
risen to district passenger agent 
when he went to Washington. 

By that time, however, Jimmie 
Van Zandt’s name had become a 
virtual household word inside the 
VFW, of course, but also to the 
millions who had served in the “war 
to end all wars.” 

He had gained fame by the VFW’s 
espousal of the burning veterans’ 
issue of the period — the soldiers’ 
bonus, money the Depression- 
wracked veterans needed in those 
desperate days, not at some time in 


the distant future. 

In those days also, the VFW was 
the only major veterans’ organiza- 
tion to officially and actively sup- 
port payment of the bonus. That 
was when thousands of veterans 
gathered in Washington to demand 
the bonus in 1932 in the famous 
“Bonus March.” 

They called themselves the BEF 
(Bonus Expeditionary Force), a wry 
reference to the AEF. 


In St. Louis in 1948, Jimmie Van Zandt 
delivers one of his famous speeches from 
the floor of the National Encampment. 


After the bill of Rep. Wright Pat- 
man that would have paid the bonus 
was defeated, then Jr. Vice Com- 
mander-in-Chief Van Zandt, Com- 
mander-in-Chief Darold D. DeCoe 
and Patman toured the country to 
gain support for another attempt. 
They enlisted the support of Marine 
Gen. Smedley D. Butler, twice a Med- 
al of Honor recipient and another 
highly vocal and effective speaker. 

“You name the place and we prob- 
ably were there,” Van Zandt remark- 
ed a few years ago. “From street 
corners to rented halls.” 

Most of the veterans who made 
the Bonus March were patriotic 
Americans, he added, but some were 


violent, and their actions helped 
defeat Patman’s bill in the Senate. It 
took another four years to pass the 
bonus bill, for veterans had brought 
down the wrath of President Her- 
bert Hoover on their heads. Hoover 
ordered the Army under Gen, Doug- 
las A. MacArthur to clear out the 
veterans, 


n 1933, Van Zandt was elected 
Commander-in-Chief at the 34th 


‘National Convention in Kansas City. 


Future President Harry S Truman 
was chairman of the convention, 
and Van Zandt once remarked Tru- 
man was a candidate against him. 

In Congress, he became the VFW's 
link with the House of Representa- 
tives, for when he addressed Nation- 
al Conventions or any other VFW 
gathering, the veterans knew they 
could trust him in his appraisal of 
legislation and personalities in 
Washington. 

This confidence continued virtual- 
ly up to his death, for he never lost 
touch with the Washington scene or 
his interest in veterans’ affairs and 
national defense. 

Although he left his House seat in 
1962 in an unsuccessful bid for the 
Senate, he served as the Pennsyl- 
vania governor's representative in 
Washington until 1971 and as secre- 
tary of the state’s Congressional 
delegation’s steering committee up 
until fewer than two years ago. 

He was a member of House com- 
mittees on Veterans Affairs, Mer- 
chant Marine and Fisheries, Patents, 
Immigration and Naturalization, 
Armed Services and Atomic Energy. 
He also had an intense interest in 
the Social Security and Railroad 
Retirement Acts as well as govern- 
mental fiscal problems. He had a 
near perfect attendance record in 
the House. 

Before his WWII naval service, he 
was a major Congressional support- 
er of a two-ocean Navy as a defense 
against Germany and Japan at a 
time when Britain, long the power in 
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“A man known for the courage 


of his convictions” 


This testimonial resolution honoring Past Commander-in-Chief James E. Van Zandt was 
adopted by the 86th National Convention and presented by then Commander-in-Chief Billy 
Ray Cameron to members of the Pennsylvania Department delegation. It was given to Van 
Zandt later in his hospital room. 


the Atlantic, was the sole country 
fighting the Axis. 

As a Naval Reservist, he was on 
active duty in 1941 while still serv- 
ing in Congress, and this gave him 
new insights into the nation’s need 
for greater naval strength. The day 
after the Pearl Harbor attack, he 
took a leave from Congress and 
served on the USS Plunkett in the 
North Atlantic, convoying ships to 
Britain, Iceland and the USSR. 

In the Pacific after leaving his 
Congressional seat, Van Zandt com- 
manded LST Group 19 for which he 
was decorated by Vice Adm. T.C. 
Kincaid, 7th Fleet commander, with 
the Legion of Merit (Combat). 

Capt. Richard M. Scruggs, com- 
mander of LST Flotilla 7, told Van 
Zandt, “You have made a record for 
D-Day participation and troops and 
cargo carried that in my opinion no 
other flotilla can equal. You have 
been bombed, shelled and torpedoed, 
but the fires were extinguished, the 


holes plugged and not a ship has 
been lost.” 

Released from active duty on Dec. 
23, 1946, as a captain, he continued 
in the Naval Reserve and spent two 
months on combat duty during the 
Korean War in 1952. 


hroughout the years after his 

service as Commander-in-Chief, 
the only one to serve three terms, 
Van Zandt made himself available 
for whatever assignment the organ- 
ization had for him. 

One of them was his chairman- 
ship of the VFW National Memorial 
Building — he was in Congress at 
the time. Through his efforts, funds 
were raised for the construction of 
the VFW Washington Office, now a 
showplace in the capital. He had 
been asked in the 1930s to look into 
the purchase of a building. 

In June, 1958, Commander-in-Chief 
Richard L. Roudebush, a Congress- 


man himself later and a future VA 
Administrator, turned the first spade- 
ful of dirt. Then it came Van Zandt’s 
turn. He recalled that 20 or so years 
earlier the VFW could not afford to 
buy the building it wanted then. 
Instead, the Soviet Union acquired 
it for offices. “I am confident that 
the VFW would have made much 
better use of that building than the 
Soviet embassy has,” he remarked. 
He was the sparkplug behind Con- 
gressional authorization of Loyalty 
Day and played a role in developing 
the VFW’s Congressional Charter. 

For many in the VFW, the illness 
that preceded his death was some- 
thing of a surprise because Van 
Zandt throughout his life had been 
extremely active. Into his mid-80s, 
he exercised vigorously and careful- 
ly safeguarded his health. In all 
likelihood, however, this undoubted- 
ly contributed to his longevity. His 
commitment to physical fitness 
stemmed from his early youth when 
he was an Olympic aspirant. 

He was never one to hide his 
feelings or to miss an opportunity to 
score a point for veterans and na- 
tional defense. For example, he 
called anti-Vietnam War protestors 
“really anti-American” and was a 
leader in opposing amnesty for draft 
dodgers, as was the entire VFW. 

At the 67th National Convention 
in New York, Van Zandt was espe- 
cially irate at the anti-war demon- 
strators who greeted the VFW, as 
well as Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Defense Secretary Robert S. McNa- 
mara and then former Vice Pres- 
ident Richard M. Nixon who ad- 
dressed the delegates. 

Van Zandt’s sentiments mirrored 
those of VFW members generally: 

“When Americans are in a fight, 
we are there to win, and right or 
wrong, it’s our country we stand 
for.” 

Few individuals have done more 
to shape the VFW than James E. Van 
Zandt. a 
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UNDERSTANDING 


Usk 


VITAL TO SURVIVAL 


By Sen. William L. Armstrong T 


he beast, wrote a 15th century 
Florentine traveller, Simone Sigoli, “is almost like an ostrich save that its chest 
has no feathers but has a fine white wool. It has horse’s feet and bird's legs. It 
has horns like a ram.” 

This exotic animal, all but unrecognizable from this description, was, believe 
it or not, a giraffe. Sigoli was using familiar concepts to try, however 
inappropriately, to convey the sense of something new and unknown, as 
giraffes were to Europeans in the 1400s. 

What might be called the Sigoli approach is alive and well in the 20th 
century in the form of the age’s most striking and characteristic features: the 
modern totalitarian state. Ever since the first such state, the Soviet Union, was 
born in 1917, most observers have tried to explain the unique workings of the 
new entity in terms appropriate for conventional states. 

This is a dangerous error. Whether or not we are going to be around to see 
the 21st century, to be free depends on accurately assessing the Soviet 
challenge. To correctly meet that challenge, we have to be right not only about 
such questions as Soviet strength but about what it is. Nuclear and other 
weapons of mass destruction deny us the luxury of misjudging the Soviets as 
thoroughly as the democracies misjudged Hitler. Understanding the USSR is 
the question of our time. 

In answering that question, the Sigoli approach serves us up a variety of 
misleading assumptions that have become truisms. No one will have any 
difficulty in recognizing them: 

The Soviet Union, it has been said, is motivated by a Russian defensive 
paranoia derived from the absence of natural frontiers. The Russians 
remember as yesterday, we are told, their 20 million dead of World War II. This 
explanation ignores the fact that plenty of other countries, such as Poland 
and Czechoslovakia, likewise have no natural frontiers but have not developed 
a paranoid hostility to other countries. It also fails to explain why a regime 
that has disposed of far more Russians than Hitler did should be so concerned 
about whether they live or die. Ordinary people in the USSR may have good 
reason to fear war, but why should their totalitarian government necessarily 
share that fear? 

Others maintain the Soviet Union is merely the old, aggressive Russian 
imperial tradition in new guise. The Soviet Union is motivated by nationalism. 
This view might explain why the USSR conquers and ruins other countries, but 
it does nothing to shed any light on why the Soviet regime has destroyed the 
traditions, religion and economy of the peoples it rules. How does nationalism 
explain the ridiculous operation of Soviet collectivized agriculture? Why does 
the regime exile genuine patriots, such as Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, 
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or pack them off to the GULAG? 
What are the Soviets or their puppets 
doing in places like Cuba or Mozam- 
bique, where old Czarist Russia had 
no interests? Why does an “empire” 
with little economic dependence on 
the sealanes need such a powerful 
navy? 

Or, as some experts claim, the 
essence of the Soviet system lies in 
its massive bureaucracy, where the 
constituencies represented by the 
various ministries and committees 
compete for power, influence, and 
the allocation of resources. This is 
manifested by the changing balance 
between hawks and doves, between 
hardliners and softliners in the 
Kremlin. Any number of former Sovi- 
et citizens will tell you that this is 
simply Soviet disinformation. The 
trick is that the supposed doves 
always include the man in charge, 
who has to show his colleagues re- 
sults, that is, Western concessions, 
in order to maintain his position 
against the hardliners. This explana- 
tion is nothing more than a ruse 
carefully calculated to take advan- 
tage of Western wishful thinking. 

Then there is the “moral equiva- 
lence” approach. This holds that 
nothing fundamental distinguishes 
the USSR from the United States. In 
this view, the two superpowers are 
comparable in their competition for 
allies and spheres of influence. Each 
forces the other to continue along 
“the never-ending spiral ofthe nuclear 
arms race.” Each engages in saber- 
rattling and calculated intimidation 
of smaller nations. They have Af- 
ghanistan, we have Grenada. This is 
factually preposterous, The United 
States and the Soviet Union do not, 
in fact, behave the same way. As 
Jeane Kirkpatrick has pointed out, 
there is no such thing as the “arms 
race,” only a belated American re- 
sponse to a massive Soviet military 
buildup. The United States does not 
use poison gas or boobytrapped toys 
against civilians or routinely employ 
torture and assassination against 
foreign and domestic political op- 
ponents. 

In reviewing these unsatisfactory 
explanations of Soviet behavior, a 
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couple of things come readily to 
mind. The fact that they are in- 
consistent has not lessened their 
utility as justifications for a soft line 
toward the Soviet Union; one gets 
the impression that this is their real 
purpose. Second, the mere fact that 
there are so many of them should 
indicate that the truth is some- 
thing out of the ordinary. 

So what motivates and guides the 
Soviet Union? Several years ago 
Norman Podhoretz in his study “The 
Present Danger” called a chapter 
“The Missing Term.” That term is 
Communism. 

The reason for its absence is not 
entirely clear. The Soviet Union is 
ruled by the Communist Party; the 
Soviet constitution declares the 
party to be the “guiding force” in 
Soviet society; Soviet officials frank- 
ly describe themselves as constitut- 
ing an integral part of the world 


President Reagan and General Secretary 
Gorbachev in Geneva. 


Communist movement. These facts 
ought to carry some weight. Some 
basic but seemingly irrational Soviet 
policies make sense only in an ideo- 
logical framework. 

But this view is seldom encounter- 
ed in public discourse, much less in 
the formulation of policy. Even mak- 
ing the assertion that Soviet behavior 
might have something to do with the 
fact that the USSR purports to be 
governed by the principles of Marx- 
ism-Leninism, that it just might be 
what it says it is, has become a 
breach of etiquette, a sign that one is 
ignorant, unsophisticated and, of 
course, a “cold-war paranoiac.” 

The tendency to dismiss the im- 
portance of Communist ideology in 


assessing Soviet behavior and in- 
tentions is compounded by the as- 
sertion by observers that Com- 
munism in the USSR is dead as a 
belief system. 

The point is not whether people in 
the Soviet Union or other Commu- 
nist-ruled countries believe in Com- 
munism but whether they are re- 
quired to act as if they believe in it. 
Whatever the current levels of belief, 
the Soviet system was built by men 
like Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin who 
were undoubtedly believing Com- 
munists. The entire social structure 
reflects their ideological commit- 
ment to the point that every aspect 
of a Soviet citizen's life constantly 
demands some acknowledgement of 
the obligatory truth as interpreted 
by the party. As the exiled Soviet 
dissident Vladimir Bukovsky put it, 
“Nobody insists that you like this 
regime or even believe in it — it’s 
enough for you to fear it, submit to 
it, meet your production targets, 
raise your hand at meetings, unani- 
mously approve, and wrathfully con- 
demn.” From top to bottom, no one 
believes in Marxist dogma any more, 
even though they continue to meas- 
ure their actions by it, refer to it, and 
use it as a stick to beat one another 
with; it is both a proof of loyalty and 
meal ticket. 

Soviets leaders are as much pris- 
oners of this system as anybody else. 
The higher in the Soviet power pyra- 
mid, the rarer the private moments 
where one can give some small ex- 
pression of one’s real feelings. By the 
time an official reaches the top of 
the system of selection, he is fully 
conditioned, broken to the ideology. 

Use of ideology to enforce con- 
formity is not confined to the Soviet 
domestic scene. The same test is 
applied to other “fraternal socialist 
countries” as a guard against na- 
tionalist tendencies or policies that 
allow too much leeway for the free 
market. For example, an O. Vladimi- 
rov writing in Pravda of June 21, 
1985, denounced “attempts to in- 
terpret from arevisionist standpoint 
the problems of socialist ownership 
and of the correlation between so- 
cial production. ..” Warning that “dev- 


iations from the 
Marxist-Leninist 
line are linked in 
one way or another 
with nationalist 
tendencies,” he cites 
the need to “mold 
ideologically con- 
vinced internation- 
alists dedicated to 
the cause of social- 
ism.” 

This is not just 
ideological mumbo- 
jumbo having no 
practical applica- 
tion. If properly 
translated, this is a 
realistic depiction of the Communist 
dilemma, especially in Eastern 
Europe. Vladimirov is aware that 
Communist regimes have no choice 
but to institute occasionally market- 
oriented policies to prevent complete 
economic collapse — the New Eco- 
nomic Policy in the USSR in the 
1920s, periods preceding the Hun- 
garian uprising of 1956 and the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. 
The dates are significant. Any Com- 
munist knows that if such a policy is 
taken too far, people start feeling 
more independent, economically se- 
cure and ultimately defiant. Nation- 
al and religious yearnings repressed 
by Communism begin to surface. It 
is important to know when to re- 
treat, to keep market-oriented poli- 
cies within an ideologically justifiable 
limit. Viadimirov is telling his com- 
rades in Prague, Warsaw, Budapest, 
Sofia, and elsewhere: “Watch it. We're 
all in this together. If you let these 
‘experiments’ go too far, we'll all 
suffer. If you can’t keep a handle on 
it, we'll fix it ourselves and put 
somebody in your place who knows 
what he’s doing.” 

Why not just say it in so many 
words? The answer has to do with 
the fraudulent nature of the ideology 
and the illegitimacy of Communist 
rule. If Communist rulers were to 
forsake the ideological language of 
Communism for ordinary language, 
they would be revealed for what 
they are, a tiny clique of parasites 
elected by nobody, holding on by 


force and deception, squandering 
the nation’s human and material 
resources on the construction of an 
impossible Communist utopia. They 
would have lost the only shred of 
legitimacy they can claim, which is 
history. If the “scientific laws of 
history” decree the inevitable victory 
of the socialist system in all coun- 
tries, then those living under Com- 
munism have no alternative but to 
live with it and do whatever the 
system dictates in helping it to tri- 
umph elsewhere. This aura of inevita- 
bility and invincibility is a key ele- 
ment in the Communists’ ability to 
cow not only their own subjects but 
Western leaders. They would have 
us believe that Communism has be- 
come a reality we just have to learn 
to live with, presumably forever. 

Problem, however, is that Com- 
munist doctrine does not allow for 
“forever.” The same ideological pre- 
cepts that allow it to tyrannize a 
third of the human race force those 
subject to it to work unceasingly for 
the final victory over “the class 
enemy,” that is, us. The demonstrat- 
ed ability to make progress toward 
that victory in Central America, in 
Africa, in Afghanistan, is essential to 
continued rule at home. Like ashark, 
Communism can never rest but must 
keep constantly on the move. Thus, 
the Communists must strive to rule 
the world if they want to retain the 
right to rule even the smallest scrap 
of land in Russia itself. 

The supreme irony. Communism 


may be an obvious 
failure in terms of 
its pretensions 
to represent “the 
power of the work- 
ing people,” a force 
for “national libera- 
tion” and “social 
justice,” or an ef- 
fective means for 
economic develop- 
ment. Butit is amaz- 
ingly successful in 
terms ofseizing and 
holding power. And 
while the ideology’s 
stated goal of social- 
ist “equality” may 
not attract quite as many of Lenin’s 
“useful idiots” as it used to, it is still 
capable of neutralizing much poten- 
tial opposition. 

Until we properly understand 
what the Soviet Union is, it is improb- 
able that we will learn to deal with it 
adequately. Instead, we will continue 
with piecemeal policies that try to 
treat the Soviet Union as if it were a 
normal state — in arms control, 
trade, human rights, regional ques- 
tions — but one that never seems to 
work out quite right. These policy 
failures are the result of an overall 
failure of perception. Our usual 
problem-solving approach to these 
questions simply is not applicable to 
an ideological entity like the Soviet 
Union, which weighs them on a 
completely different scale. 

Instead, too many of us are far too 
ready, out of intellectual laziness 
or cowardice, to accept comforting 
fairy tales as explanations for Soviet 
behavior. Americans, being a practi- 
cal people accustomed to practical 
questions, are uncomfortable in the 
murky world of ideology. We find it 
hard to recognize the existence of 
what is in fact an extremely danger- 
ous ideological regime that is to usa 
unique and unfamiliar beast. Our 
reluctance does not make that beast 
any less real or any less deadly. @ 


About the Author: 

Colorado’s Sen. Armstrong is chair- 
man of the Republican Policy Com- 
mittee. 
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By Linda Blum 


ninstrument has been developed 

by NASA scientists and a Stan- 
ford University engineer that may 
aid in treating bone fractures and 
bone-weakening diseases, including 
early diagnosis of osteoporosis, which 
afflicts millions of the elderly, the 
agency says. 

The instrument, which measures 
bone mass and stiffness, was de- 
veloped to help scientists combat 
the bone loss that may occur during 
long-term space flight. It will be 
useful for manned space stations 
and extended space journeys, such 
as trips to Mars. 

Known as the Bone Stiffness 
Analyzer, it is based on the idea that 
the bone behaves as a structural 
beam. Well-developed concepts for 
testing the stiffness and displace- 
ment properties of structural beams 
can be applied to measuring the 
same properties of leg and arm 
bones. 

The theory was demonstrated 
initially by Dr. Donald Young, a 
physiologist at NASA’s Ames Re- 
search Center, Mountain View, Calif. 
Dr. Charles Steele, professor of 
mechanical engineering at Stanford 
University, adapted the instrument 
for clinical application. 

After further tests, Young and 
Steele plan to use the instrument to 
create an exercise program for 
maintaining bone strength during 
the weightless environment associ- 
ated with extended spaceflight mis- 
sions when bones tend to atrophy. 

Young hopes to develop a program 
efficient enough to place the neces- 
sary stresses on bones through short 
periods of daily exercise. “It would 
be great if it could be done in an 
hour a day,” Young says. He believes 
a trampoline-like device, with re- 
straints to hold the body, may be 
effective. 

. Since the analyzer responds quick- 
ly — a test takes less than one 


GN S 


NASA Tool May Aid Bones 


minute and does not damage the 
bone or tissue — it may have wide 
applications for screening diseases 
such as osteoporosis. Osteoporosis, 
which weakens bones, usually is di- 
agnosed after a fracture has oc- 
curred, when the disease already is 
well advanced. 


The Bone Stiffness Ana- 
lyzer may aid early diag- 
nosis of osteoporosis. 


Though the bone analyzer cannot 
be used on the spine where osteo- 
porosis often first manifests itself, it 
can detect the diseases long before 
X-rays, which do not show evidence 
of change until at least 20% of the 
bone has been lost. Steele is now 
planning to adapt the device for use 
on fingers, which also show early 
evidence of the bone disease. 

Osteoporosis commonly affects 
the elderly and postmenopausal 
women. Heart transplant patients 
also experience osteoporotic symp- 
toms, a side effect of medication to 
prevent the immune system from 
rejecting the new heart. Renal dial- 
ysis patients, whose metabolism is 
impaired, suffer similar effects. 


ince the analyzer can be used to 
monitor the bone’s strength as it 
heals, it may aid also in the treatment 
of fractures. A healing bone is less 
stiff than normal. But if the bone is 
protected and immobilized for too 
long, there is a risk of disuse atrophy. 
If, on the other hand, normal activity 
is resumed too early, refracture may 
occur. The analyzer’s quantitative 
measure of bone strength could 
replace the combination of infer- 
ences and guesswork now used in 
determining when to remove a cast. 
Eventually, the analyzer itself may 
be taken into space where astro- 


nauts could test their own bone 
strength, perhaps determining when 
they may need to return home, 

The analyzer functions by gauging 
the bone’s resistance to a small 
amount of pressure applied to the 
forearm or leg bone (ulna or tibia). 
To operate the instrument, the sub- 
ject’s arm or leg is positioned so the 
ends are immobile. The instrument's 
probe, consisting of an iron core 
wrapped with wire, is placed at 
midshaft, and a current is run 
through an electromagnetic “shak- 
er,” causing the bone to vibrate. The 
bone’s displacement is then 
measured by a microprocessor, 
which analyzes the response using 
algorithms stored in its memory, 
deducing the bone’s stiffness and 
effective mass. 


Ss" bones are strong, while less 
stiff bones are more liable to 
break. Normally, bone stiffness also 
is associated with mineral content — 
amounts of calcium and phosphorus 
—and thickness. In illness, however, 
the correlation may break down. 

Some diseases may cause mineral 
loss, while the bone matrix is 
undisturbed. In others, the bone 
itself may lose mass. The NASA 
instrument may be used in com- 
bination with bone-material analysis 
techniques to elaborate the rela- 
tionship among bone strength, 
mineral content and disease. 

The analyzer is designed for use 
on the long limb bones because they 
are close to the skin’s surface, with 
only a thin layer of soft tissue 
covering them. Skin and subcut- 
aneous tissue mask the response of 
the bone to the vibrating probe. 
Even in the long bones, the thin 
layer of tissue serves as a spring 
between the bone and the probe. 

Steele believes this problem — 
early on seen as_a major practical 
impediment — has been mitigated 


34 VFW: MARCH 1986 


by careful analysis of the responses 
of the tissue and bone. Since the 
soft, fatty tissue vibrates at a higher 
frequency than the bone, the micro- 
processor can identify its effect. “If 
we're clever with the analyzer, we 
can recognize the fat,” Steele says. 

After three years of clinical testing 
on more than 300 subjects, Steele 
believes the device is now at a useful 
level of precision. “We're getting 
meaningful results,” he says. “We've 
gained quite a bit of understanding.” 

Young and Steele have begun 
working with the device to study the 
effect of bone use on bone stiffness 
and mass. They have examined sub- 
jects who use one limb more than 
the other, including an Olympic 
gold-medalist shotputter and an iron 
worker who uses one arm to wield a 
hammer. They found differences of 
20-25% between well-used and less- 
used limbs, showing benefits of 
physical activity in increasing bone 
mass. Studies of subjects, who have 
experienced disuse of a bone because 
of illness, showed losses averaging 
20% and ranging up to 60% of bone 
mass, confirming the adage “use it 
or lose it”. 

To find normal values for bone 
stiffness, Young and Steele also have 
tested participants in the Stanford 
Invitational Rugby Tournament in 
1984. The players had great tibia, 
Young said. In the coming year, 
more tests on healthy subjects will 
be conducted, including Stanford 
University athletes. Young and Steele 
also have begun a data search to 
find normal loads, the amount of 
stresses and strains needed to main- 
tain healthy bones. When the search 
is complete, they will begin work on 
the exercise program for space trav- 
elers. 

Maintaining bone and muscle fit- 
ness in space is the major challenge 
in space medicine today, Young 
says. a 


Introducing...Lightweight, Portable 


Deluxe Front Runner 


The Rascal Front Runner runs on 
one 12 volt battery. To charge, simply 
plug the built-in battery charger into 
your household current overnight. One 
hand controls make operation as easy 
as turning a key and squeezing a lever 
Other features include padded swivel 
seat and armrests, Dial-A-Speed con- 
trol mechanism, rust-resistant frames 
and more! 


The Rascal Front Runner is one of 
the most affordable front wheel drive 
electric 3-wheelers available today. 
Medicare and private insurance com- 
panies approve it for reimbursement. 
We back it with a30 day money back 
guarantee. 


Medicare Approved 


ELECTRIC MOBILITY! 


The New Front Runner 
We're proud to announce the de- 
velopment of the Rascal Front Runner. A 
front wheel drive vehicle so lightweight 
and portable, you'll be able to take it 
everywhere you go. Use it for shopping, 
visiting friends and for day-to-day prac- 
tical living. The Rascal Front Runner's 
small width makes it ideal for steering in 
tight places, turning sharp corners and 
going through narrow passages. 


Recommended for indoors and out- 
doors on flat surface areas, the Rascal 
Front Runner is very portable. It assemb- 
les and disassembles by hand in 
seconds. Disassembled...it easily fits in 
the back seat or trunk of your car. The 
heaviest piece weighs just 23 Ibs. 


For over a decade now, Electric Mobility has helped over 25,000 people re- 
main active and independent with products like the Rascal Front Runner 
Nobody makes independence like Electric Mobility. For a FREE Front Runner 
information package and introductory discount rates, call 1-800-662-4548. Or 


mail in the coupon 


Heaviest piece just 23 Ibs. 
Send coupon for FREE Color Catalog » 
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: Electric Mobility Corp., Dept. 1763 
#1 Mobility Plaza, Sewell, NJ 08080 
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: 

+ [1 Yes! | want to know more about the amaz- 
sing Front Runner. Send me your FREE color 
! catalog. including prices, Medicare reimburse- 
= ment and introductory discount rates 
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1) I'd also like to know about your NO OBLIGA- 
TION HOME DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM 


Name 


Zip. 


t Phone i te es 
+ CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-662-4 
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Honor the Dead; 
Fly the Flag 


Virtually everywhere a VFW Post is organized, the 
members have had a hand in erecting memorials 
to the dead of American wars. Wherever VFW 
members gather, their first concern is for the Flag. 
On these pages are pictures highlighting these two 
major VFW concerns. 


Completion of this Harris County War Memorial in Houston, Texas, was due in part to Post 581, which 
sponsored a $2,000 contest for its design, while private firms contributed funds for its erection. The memorial 
honors the county dead of both World Wars and the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 


Post 5410, Camp Point, Ill., had a hand in erecting 
this cross honoring 13 from the area killed in the 
nation’s service. Twenty-five feet high, the crossis of 
steel and concrete. 


Aitter working four months, Post 1693, New Albany, Ind., raised $3,700 to erect this 
monument to honor area servicemen killed in Vietnam and Korea. Itis an addition to 
the World Wars | and Il monument. 


Commander Robert McClay, Post 7234, Ocean View, Del., assists Gov. Michael N 
Castle in Veterans Day wreathlaying ceremonies at the dedication of a new 
memorial donated and erected by Post 7234. 
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Fiag raising, presentation and dedication ceremonies Post 3770, Mountain Grove, Mo., only 5 years old, City of Enumclaw, Wash., and Post 1949 have 
were conducted last Loyalty Day by Post 2503, dedicated this three-sided monument to the area _ erected the Enumclaw Veterans Memorial Triangle. A 
Omaha, Neb. Its then Commander, Clifford K. Miller, dead of World War Il, Korea and Vietnam as a congratulatory message from President Reagan was 
was a Post Commander-of-the-Monti: last year. highlight of the community's Memorial Day weekend. _ read at the dedication ceremonies 


This isthe avenue of Flags erected by Post 8144, 
Hoyt Lakes, N.H., at Hoyt Lakes Cemetery. A similar 
avenue has been installed by the Post on the approach 
to the town. 


This veterans’ monument was erected inthe frontof _- 
Post 125, Plattsburgh, N.Y. The brick wall symbolizes 
the Berlin Wall; on either side are the names and 
dates of all wars the U.S. has taken part in; the two 
crosses represent prayers for the POW/MIAs; 
simulated graves are for the war dead; the flags are 
those of the United States, the VFW, New York state 
and each branch of the service. 
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DIV. 1 
Nick Vannicelli (3) 
Ohio 


DIV. VI 
Stanley Plessala (4) 
Louisiana 


DIV. I 

District 8 

Indiana 

John Kavathas (4) 


DIV. Vv 

District 3 

Nebraska 

Marlin Speidel (3) 


DIV. 1 

Post 1114 

Indiana 

Ivan Dimmett (4)' 


DIV. VI 

Post 10097 
Florida 

Merle Taylor 


OIV. XI 

Post 5656 

Alabama 

Pete Frauenhoffer (2) 


DIV. XVI 

Post 6732 

South Carolina 

Hillard E. Hartman (3) 


Patrick T. Bohmer (3) 
Minnesota 


4 
DOD Sea 


MEM BERS HI P 


December, 1985 


DIV. Ill 
Robert Gascoigne (2) 
Wisconsin 


DIV. Vil 
Donald L. Ruby (4) 
South Dakota 


DIV. I 

District 14 
Maryland 

David R. Clark (2) 


DIV. VI 

District 3 

Louisiana 

Stanley Cantrelle (4) 


DIV. HI 

Post 2539 
Mississippi 

A.W. Triplett, Sr. 


DIV. Vil 

Post 266 
Indiana 

Jack E. Morris 


DIV. XII 

Post 5483 

North Carolina 
James C. Rich 


DIV. XVII 

Post 4185 

Florida 

Thomas H. Mancil 


DIV. Vill 
Harold Carnahan (2) 
North Dakota 


DIV. II 

District 1 

Indiana 

Thomas Cogley (3) 


DIV. Vil 

District 20 

Florida 

Arthur D. Dalian 


Post Commanders-of-the-Month 


DIV. II 

Post 10209 
Florida 
Richard Davis 


OV. Vill 

Post 8087 

Florida 

Eugene R. Deland 


DIV. XIll 

Post 98 

Indiana 

William B. Joshlin (2) 


DIV. XVIII 

Post 7778 

Georgia 

Louis C. Graziano Il (4) 


DIV. IV DIV. V 
Darrell Bencken (2) James E. Higgins (4) 
Kansas Virginia 


DIV. IX DIV. xX 
Judd Clemens (4) Robert F. Ramirez (2) 
Alaska Panama Canal 


District Commanders-of-the-Month 


DIV. IV 

District 29 
Texas 

Louis A. Hartig 


DIV. Vill 

District 1 

North Carolina 

Joe W. Lee 

DIV. IV DIV. V 

Post 639 Post 9083 
Massachusetts Maryland 
Charles J. Lawson Nicholas T. Bassetti (4) 
DIV. IX DIV. X 

Post 10252 Post 1523 
Alaska Connecticut 
Dennis A. Tooley Demitri Stilu 
DIV. XIV DIV. XV 

Post 8564 Post 3656 
Texas Oklahoma 
William B. Warren (3) Mark Palma 
DIV. XIX DIV. Xx 

Post 2011 Post 5865 
Texas Pennsylvania 


Medardo E. Garza (3) Acie T. Marksberry (4) 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of times Commander has won this honor.) 


38 VFW: MARCH 1986 


Order of Parade 


Standings are based on per capita tax transmittals received at 
National Headquarters through Nov. 30, 1986. 


NATIONAL AVERAGE — 84.26% 


1 Panama Canal RD OV NOINONE ss) o st welais. 5 Se i e.cte wath Washington... 
2 Alaska... 20 illinois...... Arkansas . 

3 Minnesota. . 21 North Carolina. New Mexico 

4 Wisconsin. . 22 ~=«Delaware ... Kentucky . 

Bi QO’ rete 23 = ~©=©Oregon . e Pennsylvania . 

6 Kansas ... 24 = «Connecticut. . . TexaS oes se cee 
7 Michigan .. Wyoming x Massachusetts . . 
8 Indiana... 26 Montana, . Mississippi . 

9 South Dakota 27 ~—«~New Jersey . Colorado . 

10 = Maryland . . 28 Maine... Nevada .. 

11 North Dakota 29 = Arizona . District of Colu 

12. «Virginia... 30 = West Virginia . . Georgia .. 

13 Nebraska . . 31 Pacific Areas . . South Carolini 

14 lowa..... 32 New Hampshire . Hawaii... 

15 — Florida 33° NewYork .... Oklahoma . 

16 = Louisiana. . 34 = ~=Rhodelsiand . , Tennessee . 

17 Missouri. 35 Alabama .... se eeee . Utah. ... 

18 California... : WO WMO seine awe tis os ws tee seeds Germany 


Posts of 1 000 Members or More 


Recorded as of Jan. 10, 1986 37 9619 


Morningside, MD . + 1380 79 2346 Saugus,MA ...... EN ~~ 1161 
Post 1985-86 39 112 Wichita, KS . 1374 80 1857 Oklahoma City,OK. . . 1160 
40 5263 Fort Sill,OK .. ve «» 1373 81 1120 Indianapolis, IN . 1159 
Piece (Lessee Membership ‘41 2704 South Omaha,NB’ - "4371 82 5225 W. Memphis, AR - 1155 
11114 Evansville,IN 2... ee eee ee eee 4063 42 1003 Jefferson City,MO... « 1370 82 1 Denver,CO.. 1155 
2 3579 Park Ridge, IL... ‘ wee 2449 43 2100 Everett. WA .. < 1351 84 1216 Austin, MN. oe 1150 
3 628 Sioux Falls, SD... +++ 2423 44 4087 Davison,MI .. . 1340 85 9400 Sunnyslope,AZ ... 1142 
4 5555 Richfield, MN... . 45 1621 Janesville, Wi . . 1333 86 2702 Huntsville, AL . woe 1130 
5 1146 St. Clair Shores, MI 46 447 Albert Lea, MN 3 1323 87 1115 Hillsville, VA. . « 1128 
6 2539 Gulfport,MS .... 47 7330 Oakville,CT .. . 1320 88 7119 Indianapolis, IN... < 1127 
7 360 Mishawaka, IN, 48 573 Clarksburg, WV 1318 89 4848 Chattanooga, TN... Pa bh] 
8 1308 Alton,IL .. 49 4057 Tupelo,MS... «. 1311 90 3790 Logansport,IN.... 1111 
9 6506 Rosedale, MD 50 1432 Salina,KS ... ‘ + 1305 90 2754 Terre Haute,IN.... ee NN 
10 47. Uniontown, P) 51 6251 Cheektowaga,NY ... oo 1293 92 2754 West View, PA % 1109 
10 1064 Huntington, WV... 52 641 Columbia, SC 1292 93 137 ODuluth,MN.. 1099 
12 131 Lincoln,NB...... 53 6796 Dallas, TX ... 1281 93 762 Fargo,ND .. «+ 1099 
13 1296 Bloomington, MN . . 54 1736 Alexandria, LA. 1279 95 3074 Lexington, NC . 5 1093 
14 49 MobileAL ...... 55 3851 Carmi,IL. 1277 96 2640 Wallington,NJ........ +++ 1090 
15 401 Albuquerque,NM . . 56 295 ‘S. St. Paul, MN: . 1266, 97 4051 Colorado Springs,CO .... oe 1074 
16 1273 Rapid City,SD.... 57 1000 Independence, MO Bias 1262 98 3376 Ephrata,PA .... eee eee eens 1069 
17 2290 Manville, NU 58 3962 Corinth,MS .. «+ 1260 99 5206 Hendersonville,NC . . +» 1065 
18 1275 Lima,OQH,.. 59 891 Asheville,NC.. «+ 1258 100 9191 Killeen, TX...... + + 1064 
19 6640 Metairie, LA 60 2529 Sandusky,OH . ~» 1256 101 495 Columbus, OH A 1062 
20 1079 Elyria,OH .. ‘ 61 1865 Kenosha,WI.. «+ 1255 102 1863 Solon,OH .. 1058 
21 53 Jamestown, NY ... 62 6874 LemonGrove,CA . += 1244 103 950 Mankato, MN +» 1040 
22 6975 Bristol, VA.. 63 1810 Brentwood, PA . « 1239 104 2093 Orlando, FL . 1032 
23 4372 Odessa, TX. . 64 4903 Tucson,AZ... 1238 105 1990 Greeneville, TN . ~ 1031 
24 379 Yakima,WA... 65 501 Denver, C 1223 106 2130 Lake Charles,LA . «+ 1030 
25 2503 Omaha, NB. 66 3777 Festus,MO. 1221 107 3838 Cape Girardeau, MO. 1029 
26 1599 Chambersburg, PA; 67 2199 Joliet.IL.. 1211 108 3383 Akron,OH ... ee eeve «= 1027 
27 3382 Kingsport, TN . . 68 6896 Detroit,Mi... 1202 108 9083 Baltimore, MD .... 1024 
28 969 Tacoma, WA . 69 2012 Abilene, TX... 1196 110 9223  Arlington,CA ..... + 1023 
29 «7987 New Port Richey, fl! . 70 23 Lebanon,PA.. 1189 111 6827 St. Petersburg, FL. . 1018 
30 367 == Joliet, IL . . 71° +733 += Mason City, IA. 1188 112 1475 Amarillo, TX... = 1015 
31 8541 San Antonio, TX ....... 72 428 Saint Cloud, MN 1183 113 673. Jasper,IN... 1010 
32 5632 St. Louis Park, MN. . 73 832 S. Portland, ME 1180 114 305 EauClaire, WI 1004 
33 1989 Indiana, PA. ° 74 639 Malden,MA .. 1174 114 1435 Spokane, WA «= 1004 
34 6704 Mechanicsburg, PA . 75 6240 Russell, KS... 1170 116 2743 Norwalk, OH. 1003 
35 249 Butler, PA . 76 2940 W. Seneca, NY . 1163 117 1693 New Albany, IN . «+ 1001 
36 549 Tucson, AZ. . . . 76 1590 Daytona Beach, FI 1163 118 1639 Willmar, MN . ~ 1000 
37 1650 Topeka,KS.......... 78 10209 Spring Hill, FL . 1162 


Do You Know Anyone? 


Marty 


THAT'S NOT THE WAY 


If you know anyone who has not 
paid 1986 dues, please remind him 
or her to pay them or personally 
collect them yourself and turn the 
dues into the Post Quartermaster. 
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RIBBONS 

AWARDS CW 
DEVICES 2 


These regulation size ribbons are all made to authorized United 
States Government specifications. Through our unique purchasing 
‘service, these ribbons are available at the one low price of only 
$1.25 each. We pay all postage and handling charges. Please 
specity quantity desired. 

‘We supply these ribbons with easy to mount holders, or individual 
holders, one to each ribbon. Please specity or we will ship 
Individual ribbons and mounts. 


Please Note: 
CO Individual mounts, 
1B One mount for all 


QUANTITY RIBBON 
Force Good Conduct 
Air Force Commendation 


. Army: 
 Aslatic-Pacitic-Campaign 
, Bronze Star 

China Service 

. Coast Guard Good Conduct 

. Distinguished Flying Cross 

. European-African-M.€. Campaign 
7. Korean Service 


Marine Good Conduct 
Navy Commendation 

|. Navy Good Conduct 

21. Navy & Marine Corp Medal 
22. Navy Unit Commendation * 
23. Navy Presidential Unit Cit. 
24. Natal Dstanae Serie 

25. Philippine Liberation 

26. Philippines President Unit Cit. 


Purple Heart 
fer Korea Presidential Unit CR. 
Rep. Vietnam Campgn. Year Bar 


World War I! Occupation 

World War | Victory 

World War il Victory 

‘These are easily mounted. Indicate amount of each. 

BATTLESTARS: () Bronze CO Silver (C) Gold 

OAK LEAF CLUSTERS: () Bronze () Silver C) Arrowheads 
Oi Germany © Japan 

Devices are avaliable . 

UNS is PUNREO NA 5s Sen esessosaevanrssercscsveses 

‘Add correct amount for each device (50c each) to total order. 

Quantity — Award — All Regulation Size 


ooooogo00o0000o0o000000000000000000000000 


Hgsetey 
3 
5 
z 
z 
2 


] “Please send official chart of 90 ribbons full size and color 
plus other catalog sheets. | enclose $2.00." 

Por erent 

GLENWOOD AGENCY, 

DEPT. V-36 

32 WILMOTH AVE., ARDSLEY, NY 10502 


lease rush item(s) checked above. 
check or () money order for 


RBBB BBURUUUURO UU UUUUURUUUUUUUU UU UOUUUUOOUUURUUUUUUUUOUUUUUUUUUUUO UB UOUUUUUUUUUR UU UOU EEO UE. 


oeeeee nee, 


#2 
rat 


§ PRINT NAME. 
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National 
Aides-de-Camp 


The following members have distinguished them- 
selves by winning appointments as National Aides- 
de-Camp, Recruiting Class. To be eligible for this 
award, a member must collect the dues of at least 50 
new and/or reinstated members. 

Donald J. Sweat, Post 15005, Member at Large, Calif.; 
Albert R. Panebianco, Post 5705, Springfield, Pa.; 
James E. Perry, Post 4848, Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
James T. Baker, Post 3937, Long Beach, Miss.; M.D. 
Buerckley, Post 49, Mobile, Ala.; Richard Trimble, 
Post 98, Indianapolis, Ind.;Ron J. Talsma, Post 8541, 
San Antonio, Texas; Sanford Rosenthal, Post 3586, 
Salt Lake City, Utah; Frank Neel, Post 5263, Ft. Sill, 
Okla.; Barry W. Hutton, Post 2179, Port Monmouth, 
N.J.; Leslie C. Blanchard , Post 6731, Biloxi, Miss.; A.L. 
(Red) Gavitt, Post 9638, Galmey, Mo.; Claude E. Brent, 
Post 2572, Vicksburg, Miss.; John A. Koelbel, Post 
6506, Baltimore, Md.; Pete Frauenhoffer, Post 5658, 
Elberta, Ala.; Cecil Screws, Post 4865, Ardmore, 
Okla.; and William J. Rodriguez, Post 1857, Oklahoma 
City, Okla 


Recruiter 
Recognition 


These are the winners in the first and second quarter- 
ly drawings for paid Life Memberships or cash 
equivalent in the 1985-86 Recruiter Recognition 
Program. 

First Quarter 

Virgil T. DeWitt, Post 2646, Mo.; William M. King, Post 
111, Kans.; Robert E. Todhunter, Post 7392, Wash.; 
Happy C. McCoy, Post 548, W.Va.; John A. Coffman, 
Post 3404, Mo.; Ronald Olson, Post 3440, Ore.; James 
E. Barkley, Post 6605, Ga.; Eli Layne, Post 4165, Va.; 
William P. Riddle, Post 4300, Fla; and Ernest S. 
Rutter, Post 5809, Tenn. 

Second Quarter 

James E. Justice, Jr., Post 4544, Ark.; George W. 
Marks, Post 352, Ohio; Daniel J. Flanagan, Post 4079, 
Ill; Harry Berger, Post 1820, Texas; Charles Layden, 
Post 7927, N.J.; Russell L. Miller, Post 985, Ind.; Zolton 
Bako, Post 8745, N.J., Richard N. Dunham, Post 5494, 
N.Y.; William F, Attardi, Post 7334, N.J., and Fred B. 
Ivey, Post 2505, Ohio. 


SORE od My, TS SN RT A 
en CENTRAL AMERICA 


continued from page 22 


Security from subversion, terror- 
ism and guerrilla war cannot be 
maintained without treating the eco- 
nomic, social and political problems 
that are breeding grounds for such 
conflicts. Economies cannot pros- 
per and communities and political 
institutions cannot grow unless their 
security can be maintained. None of 
these problems can be solved with- 
out U.S. leadership. 

The United States must realize 
that its leadership is vital to Central 
America and must resolve to pro- 
vide the leadership and support the 
nations there need. U.S. leadership 
and support can strengthen these 
democratic governments and help 
them towards economic recovery. 

These programs are essential if 
this country’s Central American 


neighbors are to become stable and 
strong enough to provide for their 
own security. U.S. leadership must 
recognize that the Communist in- 
trusion into Central Americathrough 
Nicaragua is a major concern to this 
country’s neighbors. 

What is their concern is our con- 
cern, and it is time to look seriously 
at their problems. These countries 
and their problems are right next 
door; they need our attention, sym- 
pathy and wholehearted support. @ 


About the Author: 
Heis VFW Senior Vice Commander- 
in-Chief: 


HAVE A COIN 
LIKE THIS 


PENNY... 
WORTH $13,000! 


This amazing new book lists all the valuable U.S. 
Coins and tells you how much they're worth! 
Here are just a few more examples: 
@ 1924 nickel... 

945 dime. . . 

© 1918 quarter. . 

1921 half-dollar .... 

Plus this valuable information: 

© How to find valuable coins 

@ Where you can sell these coins forthe most money 


Send for your USA Coin Guide today! Then, check 
your pockets, piggy bank, attic trunks. You may find 
you're sitting on a pot of gold! 


Money-back guarantee on your 
full purchase price, less p&h 

Shipment guaranteed within 
60 days. 


$3,500 
. $2,000 
$38,000 
$20,500 


STERLING HOUSE 
| Sterling Bldg | 
| Dept. CB-9421 

Garnervile | 
| N.Y, 10923 | 
| YES! | would like to check my coins for ones worth 

hundreds or thousands of dollars! Please send me | 
| Gone tor only $2 plus 50¢ p&h | 

(SAVE! Two for only $4, postpaid! 
| Nyres. add sales tax. Encl. is S. | 
| (Sorry, no charges at this low price.) 
| Name. | 

Address. | 
I cy | 
| State. Zip. | 
L 
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Available to You — 


BENGE EY hes 


VFW Emblem and Supply Merchandise 


wide variety of high quality 

products is offered as a benefit 
to you as a VFW member. To all VFW 
Posts and members, the VFW Em- 
blem and Supply Department has 
available a full line of merchandise 
at the lowest prices possible. 

The Supply Department has con- 
stantly looked for products our 
membership has desired. In the past 
several years, even more effort has 
been put forth to provide you, the 
VFW members, with personal pro- 
ducts. In 1979, the Supply Depart- 
ment introduced a personalized 
sports cap, and the volume of sales 
showed that our members were 
proud to be veterans and proud 
members of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. As in the past, continuing 
efforts will be made to offer you 
items for gifts and products to show 
pride in your organization. 


The Supply Department staff real- 
izes that there is a need for a wide 
range of products for your Post 
activities, and you can obtain VFW 
caps, uniform insignia and orna- 
ments, decals and patches from that 
VFW source. 

For personal needs, an excellent 
selection of casual clothing and 
sportswear may be purchased. Some 
of the more popular items are wide 
selections of jackets for year around 
use, sweaters, sport shirts and caps. 
For our Life Members, we offer a 
variety of specialized merchandise. 

You can even obtain many gifts 
for all your needs, including Ameri- 
can flags, leather billfolds and brief- 
cases, quality watches, belts and 
belt buckles, jewelry, and pen and 
pencilsets. Also offered is a selection 
of historical and educational ma- 
terial. 


With the BELSAW SH auld 
ast thousands of doliars to get stark 
esRelsaw Sharp-All and our 50 years © 
earn extra income. pl eC 


in helpit 
ahead is all you need 
step instructions te 
he “tricks of the trad 
‘ on job that brings custome oer 
There are NO franchise fees of any ou 
are the boss... YOU set the hours 

PROFITS \n) YOUR pocket 


work 


30-DAY FREE TRIAL OFFER 


If coupon has been removed. just send a postcard with your name and address to— 
INSAS CITY. MO. 64116 


BELSAW MACHINERY, DEPT. 60603, P.0. BOX 


ARP-ALL It's Easy To Get Started! 


started in bu 


harp-All YOU 
YOU put the 


920 AN 
HOUR 


YOU CAN EARN UP TO 
THAT AMOUNT IN 
YOUR OWN BUSINESS! 


Yes there's plenty of business waiting 
for the man who can professionally 
sharpen saw and all types of edge cutting 
tools. BELSAW SHARP-ALL does them 
ALL and at a BIG PROFIT for you. No in- 
ventory is involved... No selling. You 
earn a year-around CASH income and 
make 90¢ PROFIT out of every dollar you 
take in. Work spare time hours or full time 
right at home, and no experience is 
needed 


GET IN ON THE PROFITS 


ey eaee Sc ie ema ae 2 hood eS ek 
I RUSH { 

! DEPT. 60603 COUPON ! 

! J sn j P.0. BOX 34620 ‘ODAY! ! 

! N. KANSAS CITY, MO. 64116 | 

1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet “LIFETIME SECURITY” and full 1 A Send for 
1 details on your 30-Day Free Trial Offer. | understand there is No Obligation 1 , 

1 ! your copy 
1 Name i today. 

| Address 1 

| City/State ! 

I Zip 4. 

L —---__! There is NO OBLIGATION! 


So easy to handle 
you guide it with 
Just ONE HAND! 


pat Se q 

No Footprints! No Wheelmarks! No Struggle! 
Tiller users, for heaven's sake, please don’t buy 
Nor put up any longer with any other make of 
Tiller without giving yourself a chance to find out 
about our wonderfully different and better kind of 
Tillers — with POWER DRIVEN WHEELS and with 
tines in the REAR instead of the FRONT! Please 
let us send you complete details, prices, “OFF- 
SEASON” SAVINGS, etc. Mail coupon below now 
to TROY-BILT® Roto Tillers, 102nd St. & 9th Ave., 
Troy, N.Y. 12180. 


© 1985 Garden Way inc. 

eee nee mes cere omens re pen ees es fe Kad 

I TROY-BILT® Roto Tiller-Power Composter, Dept. A2575 
102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12180 


! 
Please send the whole wonderil story of Tnov-aLT® roto 
SEASON” SAVINGS now in J 


State Zip. 


Uh cose cones ce GE SSN A EN Gm eo RD SS See EST 


! 
| 
1 
I 
! 
| 
a 


You, as a VFW member, have the 
right to purchase any item in the 
Emblem and Supply catalog by con- 
venient mail order. Now, for your 
convenience, your MasterCard or 
Visa will be accepted when buying 
Supply merchandise. 

As in the past, you may ask your 
Post Quartermaster to use his supply 
catalog, and he will assist you in 
ordering merchandise. In addition, 
if you are interested in receiving any 
possible future mailings and infor- 
mation concerning items offered by 
the Supply Department, send the 
coupon below to: 


Director, VFW Supply Dept. 
406 West 34th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64111 


| Please send me future mailings and I 
information on merchandise offered by 
| VFW Emblem & Supply. 
VEW Post NOs 5 i. ysis ss soos os H 
I Membership Card No...........++5 1 
| | 
PNWMC Rae cleittte > ose hy sae 080 I 
I ARASERE cise sso tays ero rie cates a 0 We! oe, 6 | 
Bete ined ee eee slats I 
State... fives ves ZAP Oa w Wain’ s 6 H 
I Mail to: Veterans of joke in Wars I 
| Pa aly ept. | 
| 406 West 3: I 
L Kansas City, MO 64111 

ee ee cree eee es ec mm es ee ae 


Write or call 
for FREE 
information on: 
Handsome 
Styles 
Beautiful 
Fabrics 
Custom 
Fitting 


Longest 
Warranty 


Toll-Free: 1-800-255-4147 
DEPT. VF-386 
P.O. BOX 1064 
MISSION, KS 66202 
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FREE FOR 


! Tall Big Men 


THE KING-SIZE CO.® 
GUARANTEE: 

If any item you order 
doesn't fit right— 
even after wearing, 
washing, or dry 
cleaning—you can 
return it fora 
complete refund or 
exchange. 


Name_ 
Address_____ 
2], ai ee ee 
My telephone number | 


I'm sick and tired of stores that force me to compromise on quality and style! Please 
send me your new Catalog so | can shop conveniently by mail, in my own home! 

| want to see your terrific selection of brand-name shirts, slacks, jeans, jackets, 
sportswear, work clothes, boots, and shoes. With sleeve and inseam lengths to 38” 
Necks to 22”. Waists to 66”. And footwear to size 16EEE 


H4inG-Size: 


MM Yes! Send 
me your free 
72 page color 
Catalog of 
great-looking 
clothes 
guaranteed 
to fit! 


1266 King-Size Bldg., 
Brockton, MA 02402 


Flere ners crest eee URGE eee MEAN CRIED mae So CoM ee! 


kk kkk KKK YOUR VERY OWN ki kxkaae 


ARIVIED SERVIVES HINES 


LAYERED IN GENUINE 


fig KT 


GOLD 


SET WITH A RUBY-RED 3 CARAT FACETED STONE 


IT’S OFFICIAL! Now, you can get an ARMY, NAVY, 
MARINE or AIR FORCE RING, no matter how long 
it has been since you served! Here's the ring you 
always wanted — so rugged so manly and so 
finely detailed. Each one has deeply sculpted 
official insignia and symbols for that particular 
branch of service. Electroplated in GENUINE 18 KT 
(OLD... not ordinary plating but certified HEAVY 
OLD Electroplate that will last and last! Big. 
3 CARAT Multi-faceted, Ruby-Red Stone. It's the 
ring you can really wear with pride because you 
served your country well. Available in sizes 7-13. 


No. 5623—Armed Services Ring 
Special: Two only $22.95 


SENT TO YOU FOR 60 DAY HOME TRIAL — 
2 MONTHS TO DECIDE! 


Now, there's really nothing to lose. Request 1 ring| 
or 10 on a 60 DAY HOME TRIAL. Let us send them| 
to you for 60 days. Wear them, enjoy them, all at} 
our risk. If you are not thrilled after the 60 days| 
you'll get a full refund (less postage & handling), 
You must send check, cash or money order to} 
qualify. 


WHEN ORDERING: SEND SIZE OR A SLIP OF 
PAPER CUT TO YOUR SIZE—BE SURE TO SPECIFY 
ARMY, NAVY, MARINE OR AIR FORCE 


RUSH the items ordered on 30 DAY TRIAL—complete satisfaction GUARANTEED or my money back promptly 


(cert postage & handling). 
0.D.) N.¥.S. Customers MUST add Sales Tax. 


My payment is enclosed including 1.25 for postage & handling. 


(Sorry! No 


FOSTER- TRENTINC., 2345 POST ROAD, DEPT. 567CF, LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538 


SUBURBAN 


GARDENERS: 


At Last! 
A Small Tiller 
That Works! 


Forget about big, clumsy, 
yank-you-along tillers...forever! 


The Mantis tills and weeds a sen- 
sible 6" to 9" wide (not 20” or more like 
big tillers). Mantis weighs just 20 Ibs. 
(not 200 to 300 Ibs.). Mantis’ engine is 
so durable we give you a lifetime 
replacement agreement. 

The secret is speed. Mantis’ 36 “tine 
teeth” spin at 240 R.P.M. (twice the 
speed of big tillers)! As a résult, Man- 
tis’ tines go through tough soil like a 
chain saw goes through wood. No 
Jerking . .. no yanking you along. . . 
and Mantis turns on a dime! 

Put the fun back in gardening. 

Most big tillers were designed to just 
till (but many now offer clumsy “add- 
on” attachments to try to justify their 
high cost). The Mantis was designed 
from the beginning to precisely match 
asmall, powerful engine to a variety of 
useful attachments for your yard and 
garden. Tiller. Cultivator. Furrower. 
Edger. Lawn Aerator. Lawn De- 
Thatcher. Hedge Trimmer. 

Most big tillers cost an arm and a 
leg. Despite the fact that the Mantis is a 
tough, durable, precision instrument 

. It costs a fraction of what you'll pay 
for a big tiller. 

Join the move to Mantis! 


PRE-SEASON BONUS: 
Early orders get a FREE 
Border Edger (a $41 value!). 


Mantis Manufacturing Co. 
1458 County Line Rd., Dept. 863 
8, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 


C Please send me more information on the 
Mantis Tiller/Cultivator . . . plus your 
Pre-Season BONUS. 


Name 
Address 
City 


eg 
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NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 


1985-86 Series 


1. The following appointments are hereby announced: 
John 
‘AL YOUTH ACT: 
Henderson, Post 
TY CHIEFS OF 
STAFF: Daniel Bartholomew, Post 3144, Minneapolis, 
Columbus, Ohio; Roland 
a Canal; Ed Linder, Post 
James H. Hicks, Post 5064, 3 
8567, Graham, 
Kankakee, 


NATIONAL SECURITY COMMITI 
nm, N.Y. NATIC 
Lawrence 
TIONAL DI 


Member: 


5484, Providence, 


Minn; J.D. Sturgill, Post 34 
Miller, Post 3822, Ancon, Pai 
4848, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

MeMinnville, Tenn; Gaylord Byers, P 
Texas; Gordon Essington, Post 
Frank Smith, Post , Charleston, Ill; Kenneth 
Post 1308, Alton, IIL; Emil Theodore, Post 77 
and Duane Okland, Post 9005, Watford, N.D. ASS' 
INSPECTORS Gi 


General Orders No. 5 


asten, 
iles,M; 4 
TANT 
®RAL: Rick Frank, Post 1461, Belvi 


ORDERS 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States 


San Antonio, Texas; Cleto L. Rodriguez, Post 9186, San 
Antonio, Texas; Finnis McCleery, Post 1815, San Angelo, 
Texas; David H. McNerney, Post 9187, Houston, 
H. OBrien, Jr., Post 8790, Houston, Texas 
M. Logan, Post 6524, Kilgore, Texas; Max Thompson, 
Post 5198, Canton, N.C; Rufus G. Herring, Post 8 
Roseboro, N.C. rles C. Hagemeister, Post 
Copperas Cov and Nicky D, Bacon, Post 8541 
San Antoni 
The National Council of Administration will meet Sat 
urday, March 1, 1986, at the Sheraton-Washington 
Washington, D.C. 

rtment Adjutan minded that they should 
notify the Adjutant General, as soon as possible, of the 
ML time and place their Department Convention will be 
held in 1986. 

Commanders on all levels are reminded that members 
who have not paid their due 986 are not members 
in good standing and, therefore, cannot hold office until 


dere; Ralph Schliep, Post 1639, Willmar, Minn; such time as their dues are paid for the current year 
Charles Olson, Post 756, Devils Lake, N.D.; Jack Daken, 5. The 87th National Conyention, Veterans of Foreign 
Post 3333, Kenton, Ohio; and Reynaldo Abrego. Post 40, Wars of the United States, will be held in Minneapolis, 


Balboa, Panama Canal. NATIONAL-AIL 


CAMP, 
MEDAL OF HONOR CLASS: Lucian Adams, Post 8541 


Minn., Aug. 15 
6. Correction of low 


1986, 
tion of the following Posts has been 


A No-Nonsense Coat! 


Jacket 


LIGHT FLANNEL LINED 


~ Windproof! Rainproof! 


\ ATTENTION: Sports Fans, Hikers, 
Dog Walkers, Construction Men, 
ALL Outdoor Enthusiasts — 


HURRY IF INTERESTED! 


We frankly put our best foot 
forward in this top value, top 
quality Coach Jacket. 


Tight-woven nylon shell stops 
wind and rain. Warm fleecy 
lining keeps you cozy. Two big 
slash pockets hold plenty of 
cargo. Plus, elastic cuffs and 
drawstring bottom for snug 
windproof fit, easy snap 
front, and full-cut roomy 
construction, 


It’s the genuine article 
and our most popular jacket 
ever — still at an incredible 
low $14.95! Order now: 


s M 
34-36 | 38-40 
XXL* 

50-52 
2 for 


14". 


3 for 44.00 10 for 134.00 


L 
42-44 
XXXL* 

54-56 


Made in US.A 
& imported 


i Coach 


can sink a fist in or stow a couple of 
tools, and big mail order direct-to-you 
savings! We send the coat at once, 
with our famous 


HABAND GUARANTEE: | 
Try it on, look it over, check the fit | 
and features. If you don’t want to wear 
it, return it within 30 days for full 
refund of every penny you paid us! 
BUT HURRY! Later this season, we 
expect a sellout. Don’t miss out on 


1 

i 

these savings! ! 
Duke Habernickel, | 

I 


You get big full fit, big pockets you : 
! 
! 


HABAND "cise 


265 N. 9th St., Paterson, N.J. 07530 


*Please add $3 per jacket 
for sizes XXL and XXXL. 


COLOR 
| _Navy | | 
Burgundy 


HABAND COMPANY 
265 North 9th Street 
Paterson, N.J. 07530 


OK! Rush me. 

Coach's Jacket(s) for 

$. plus $1.10 for 
postage and handling 


Or Charge to: 
Visa MasterCard 


Acct.# 


7KJ-31D 


Street..... 


City/State... 


made: Post 9522 from Gibsonburg, Ohio to Gibsonburg 
Woodville, Ohio, and Post 9446 from West Boise, Idaho 
to Boise, Idaho 

7. A certificate of charter evidencing consolidation has 
been issued to the following Post: Posts 154 and 317 
consolidated as Posts 154, Philadelphia, Pa.; Posts 392 
and 10537 consolidated as Post 392, Virginia Beach, Va; 
Posts 6588 and 8632 consolidated as Post 6588, Mar: 
tinsville, N.J; Posts 7288 and 10402 consolidated as 
Post 7288, Calabash, N.C.; Posts 7945 and 9377 consol 
idated as Post 7945, Thornton, Colo; and Posts 9054 
and 2068 consolidated as Post 9054, Stockton, Calif. 

8. Charters for the following Posts have been authorized: 
Post chroon Lake, N.Y.; Post 999, San Diego, Calif; 
Post 886: ; , Biggers, Ark.; 
Post 9032, Warwick, R.L; Post 90 lusa, La; Post 
9046, Welsh, La.; Post 9090, Crooksville, Ohio; Post 9098, 
Georgetown, Ohio; Post 9112, Vineland, N.J; Post 9144, 
Clarksburg, Mass,; Post 9146, Cohasset, Mass,; Post 9184, 
New Port Richey, Fla; Post 9278, Lordstown, Ohio; Post 
9282, Buttonwillow, Calif; Post 9288, Coalinga, Calif 
Post 9380, Broussard, La; Post 9390, Satanta, Kans.; 
Post 9426, Billings Mont,; Post 9468, Old Bridge Town 
ship, N.J.; Post 9584, Humboldt, Kans.; Post 9768, Caney, 
Kans,; Post 9784, Ringgold, Texas; and Post 9819, Deer 
Park, Texas. 


‘ommand of 
JOH rAUM 
Commander-in-Chief 


OFFICIAL: 


Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. 
Adjutant General 


aT ee 
Gu Clk AI MS 


Readers are urged to help these veterans seeking 
laim substantiation statements, Submit claims 
zine, Claims, 406 


W. 34 St., Kansas City MO 64111. 


GHEE AIR FORCE 

9698th AF Reserves (Rolla MO, Jan 1957)—Seeking 
anyone in unit—Duane Combs, 1036 6th St. W., 
Kalispell MT 59901. 


GM ALL BRANCHES 

Klamath Falls OR (1944-46) & 8th Marines, 2nd Div., Co. 
B (American Samoa & Guadalcanal)—Seeking any 
Navy or Marine personnel who remember suffering 
illnesses while stationed at these locations—Leslie 
Carter, 830 N. Nelson, Amarillo TX 79107. 


a A 

71st FA Bde. (Fort Ethan Allen VT)—Seeking anyone who 
remembers my eye injury or fall—W.J. Regan, Rt. 7, 
Charlotte Vermont 05445. 

29th Inf. Rgt., 3rd Bn. (Korea, 26 Jul 50)—Seeking 
anyone who was at Hadong, Korea (Hadong 
Massacre), esp. those who remember PFC Louis 
Masters (MIA)—Louis Ross, 7544 Market St., Apt. 
4-19, Boardman OH 44512-6065. 

8th Cav. Rgt., Ist Cav. Div., 1st Bn., Co. D (Korea, 14 Feb 
51)—Seeking anyone who remembers the night I 
was hit by mortar fire—Delbert Jordan, Rt. 1 Box 
1108, Lawtey FL 32058 

594th E.B. & S.R. Cos. C & F (WWIl)—Seeking anyone 
who remembers my injuries while stateside or 
overseas, exp. Jessie Piper (IL) and Herb Smith 
(MI)—Dwight Cross, 310 N. Walnut St., Centralia IL 
62801. 

40th AAA Gun Bn., D Btry. (Germany)—Seeking anyone 
who remembers burns and frostbite related to a 
series of accidents in 1955—L. Tajchman, Box, 
Tampa KS 67483. 

3rd Inf. Div., 15th Inf. Rgt., Co. F (Pork Chop Hill, Korea, 
1949-50)—Seeking anyone who fought there—Rus- 
sell Cannon, 4310 Denver, Lawton OK 73505. 
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H E RN IA APPLIANCES 


FOR COMFORT! 


You’ can enjoy heavenly 
comfort night and day at 
work or at play! Send for 
FREE illustrated booklet. 


BROOKS APPLIANCE COMPANY 
826 Michigan Ave., Marshall, Mich. 49068 


WANTED—PAYING 
$250 - $100,000 cach For 


FINE ANTIQUE ARMS & WAR RELICS WANTED 
COLLECTOR-MEMBER NBTHK, TOKYO 


|. LIGHTNER 
P.O. BOX 42, COCOA BEACH, FLA. 32931 


with the famous 
“Tin Lizzie!” 
HAGSTROM SALES 
DEPT. V 


—=s 
ay 219 MARRAY DR 
ATLANTA, GA 
——/, @ 30341 
MTs 


3% hp. 
34" x 72 
275 Ibs. 


HOW TO FIND 
GOLD NUGGETS 


Zee 


Finding gold nuggets or coins is now made easy with 
a mew patented gold finding detector. Before with 
other detectors it was virtually impossible because 
of interference from black sand. This new detector 
is unaffected by black sand and can detect pinhead 
size gold nuggets at great range. Its maximum range 
is 17 feet. Free catalog 


GARDINER ELECTRONICS 


Dept. 30° 4729 N. 7th Ave. * Phoenix, AZ 85013 


This is all 
you wear 


All-in-Ear Aid - Save $200+ 
Improve your hearing! Name brand 
aid helps you understand words you 
miss. If you hear but don’t understand, 
this aid amplifies the sounds you need. 
Enjoy comfortable, attractive aid in your 
own home. FREE 30-day home trial. 
We promise no salesmen! Write today 
for free catalog! J & M, Dept. 9-Z 
329 N. Third Street, DeKalb, IL 60115 


MUST LIQUIDATE 


AT BELOW DEALER COST! 


TWO-LINE PHONE 


Liquidation of discontinued model. Sorry, 
we can't print the famous brand name 
because of our unusually low price. 

@ 12 number memory up to 16 digits each. 

@ Automatic redial of last busy number. 

@ Touch a button to select Pulse or 
Tone dialing. 

© Will access MCI, Sprint, etc. 

@ Hold and Line Select buttons with LED. 

@ 3-position ring loudness control. 

@ Battery backup for memory only (battery 
not included). 

@ Line access numbers and auto pause 
can be stored when phone is used 
behind PBX. 

© Mounts on wall or sets on a desk. 

@ FCC registered. 


90-Day Limited Factory Warranty. 


Mfr. List Price ....... 109.95 


Liquidation Price ..... $39 


BEIGE: Item H-1093-65139-01 Ship, handling: $4.00 
BROWN: Item H-1093-65139-02 Ship, handling: $4.00 


Credit card customers can. 7) 
order by phone, 24 hours [eontens] VISA’ 
a day, 7 days a week J) 
Toli-Free: 1-800-328-0609 
Your check is welcome! 
No delays in orders paid by check 
Sales outside continental U.S. are subject to special 
conditions. Please call or write to inquire. 


C.0.M.B. Direct Marketing Corp. Item H-1093 
14605 28th Ave. N./Minneapolis, MN 55441-3397 


Send 2-Line Phone(s) at $39 each plus $4 each for 
shipping, handling. (Minnesota residents add 6% sales 
tax. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Sorry, no C.0.D. orders.) 


Send___ BEIGE, Item H-1093-65139-01 
Send___BROWN, Item H-1093-65139-02 


1 My check or money order is enclosed. (No delays in 
processing orders paid by check, thanks to TeleCheck.) 
Charge: 0 MasterCarde 0 VISA® 
Acct. No L 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
Name 
Address 
City 
State, ZIP. 

Phone ah et ee 


Sign Here 


C.O. M 2 B. Direct Marketing Corp. 


Authorized Liquidator 
14605 28th Avenue North 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55441-3397 


START YOUR OWN 
MONEY MAKING BUSINESS 


EKGUITAE 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so 
great for qualified Locksmiths. Now lucrative regular 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as 
tnilions seek more protection against zooming crime. 
Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 peo- 
le! Train FAST at Home —— Collect CASH PROFITS 
ight Away. You're in business ready to earn up to 
$26.00 an hour a few days after you begin Foley- 
Belsaw’s shortcut training. Take advantage of today's 
Unprecedented opportunities in Locksmithing for year 
round EXTRA INCOME in spare time — or full time in a 
high-profit business of your own. Hundreds we've 
trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes: 


Tells how you 
quickly train to be 
your own boss in 
a profitable 
Sparetime or Full- 
time business of 
your own, 


sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus SEND FOR 
practice materials and equipment, plus simple, illus-| YOUR COPY 
trated lessons, plus expert supervision, plus business-| TODAY! 
building guidance will enable you to KEEP THE MONEY 
COMING IN! Ideal for retirement — good jobs, too. 30 DAY NO 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS — NO OBLIGATION! | RISK TRIAL 
PRO KEY MACHINE YOURS TO KEEP pReE | ALL speci. roots 
by A?) “wcuuneo 


This machi dd up to MP 
$200 a month to your te LCA ad 
come... twon'teost you Aig) 2 


‘penny extra with your 
training. 


FIND OUT ABOUT IT 


RUSH COUPON TODAY 


Y-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
10884 FIELD BLOG 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGA 
FREE 


POLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 1 
10884 FIELD BLDG.. KANSAS CITY, MO 64111! 


PLEASE RUSH FREE BOOK “Keys To Your Future” 


| 
I 
me NE 
ADDRESS ' 
CITY-STATE-ZIP | 


MEN 
PAST 40 


If you are disturbed by these symptoms, your 
troubles may be caused by glandular inflammation 
of your prostate. Methods that merely give tempor- 
ary relief for this condition cannot be expected to 
remove the cause of your trouble. 

The Excelsior Institute Clinic, devoted to the 
NON-SURGICAL methods of treatment for dis- 
eases peculiar to older men, has a new FREE 
BOOK that tells how these troubles may be cor- 
rected. The NON-SURGICAL treatments di 
scribed in this book require no surgery, hospitaliza- 
tion or long period of convalescence. Treatments 
take but a short time and the cost is reasonable. 

Write today. This book may prove of utmost im- 
portance to you. No obligation. 

Excelsior Institute Clinic, Dept. 115B 

110 E. Broadway, Excelsior Springs, Mo. 64024 


Troubled With Getting Up Nights 
Pains In Back, Hips, Legs 
Nervousness, Tiredness 


6 Old Coins never to be made again and sel- 
dom seen. A $6.00 value for ONLY $4.90. Plus 
FREE price list of other coins. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Add 85‘ postage. 


Village Coin Shop, Inc., Dept. V 
Plaistow, NH 03865 


FABULOUS PHONE AMPLIFIER CLAMPS ONTO 

THE RECEIVER—Now, at last, enjoy using the 

phone again! 

@ Great for senior citizens—Anyone who's 
hard-of-hearing 

@ Slips onto receiver—No tools needed 


Ends strain, embarrassment, asking people 
to “speak up” 
®@ Good-looking, comfortable beige styrene— 
portable for use away from home 
® Adjustable volume; on/off controls 
@ Safe, dependable, an electronic miracle— 
Just add one “AA” battery 
WE HEARTILY RECOMMEND AND GUARANTEE THE 
“PHONE BOOSTER". . . If not delighted, simply return 
within 30 days for full refund (except ship. & hand.) 
Thousands of satisfied customers already—Order yours 
today, while supplies last! Our policy is to process all 
orders promptly. We charge your credit card only when 
order is shipped. Delays notified promptly. Shipment 
guaranteed within 60 days. 


HAVE TROUBLE HEARING ON THE PHONE? 


ncredible “PHONE BOOSTER” 


@ Brings in caller's voice loud and natural-sounding | 


NOW HEAR CALLER’S 


VOICE—LOUD & CLEAR! 
—Even If You're 
Hard-of-Hearing! 
—Even If You're 
Ina Busy, Noisy Room! 
NOT $30... NOT $20 


NOW $G66 


ONLY 


MATURE WISDOM, Hanover, PA 17333 


(ct «SATISFACTION GUARANTEED—MAIL TODAY! -— — 


MATURE WISDOM, Dept. KZ-1164 
Bldg. #29, Hanover, PA 17333 
Yes! Please rush my Phone Booster(s) (2524140) as 
indicated below, on full Money-Back Guarantee. 
One Booster for only $6.66 plus $1.50 ship. & hdlg. 
( GREAT GIFT FOR A FRIEND! 2 for just $12.66 plus 
$2.75 ship. & hdig. 


| Enclosedis$. (PA& NV res. add sales tax) 


| 

| 

| 

| 

! 

| 
CHARGE IT: American Express Diners Club | 
| OVISA O MasterCard 1 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Acct. No. 
| Exp. Date 


NAME (please print) 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


ZIP. 


Gu CLA] UM US 


15th Constab. RCN Sq., A Troop, 2nd Platoon (Germany)— 
Seeking Kenneth Hash or anyone who remembers a 
trolley accident—Dallas Henderson, 44 Carmell, 
Belleville MI 48111. 

2nd Rgt., 7th Bn., Co. C, 2nd Platoon (Ft. McClellan AL, 
Seeking anyone who remembers me being 


Henderson, 44 Carmell, Belleville MI 48111. 

706th CA (AA), Btry. AW (India, 1943)—Seeking anyone 
with information concerning the, death of Lt. Cecil 
N. Vaccare on Feb, 23, 1943 at Air Drome—Nick Roy, 
120 Laird St., Greensburg PA 15601. 

7th Inf., Co. E (Nuremberg, Germany, April 1945)— 
Seeking Paul Jerome (MI), Joseph Montgomery, or 
others who remember us receiving a shell con- 
cussion—Truby Horne, 1210 Rocky River Rd. S., 
Monroe NC 28110. 

6th Army Replacement Center (Feb. 1945)—Seeking 
anyone who helped with rescue and/or remembers 
my resulting foot injuries and other related prob- 
lems—Ralph Harkins, POB 164, Gary SD 57237, 
532nd EASR Engr. Shore Bn., Co. E (Camp McGuill, 
Japan, APO-38)—Seeking anyone who knew me— 
Delbert Adams, 106 State St., Marietta OH 45750. 
180th Inf. Rgt., 45th Inf. Div., Service Co. (Korea, 1952- 
53)—Seeking anyone who knew Dennis Smith (MN), 
esp. Anthony Syler—Bobby Whitefeather, POB 144, 
Red Lake MN 56671. 

164th Combat Engrs., Co. C & 142nd Evac. Hosp. 
(WWil)—Seeking Harlan Thompson, Lewis Leigh or 
anyone who remembers my shrapnel wounds— 
Willie Liggon, Rt. 4 Box 419-A, Glen Allen VA 23060. 
36th HQ Gp. (Bahhausen, Germany, 1957) & Fort Benning 
GA—Seeking Thomas Johnson (KY) or anyone else 
who remembers my back injuries—Frank Meagher, 
Rt. 1, Grey Eagle MN 56336. 

406th RRD, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Div. (Vietnam, 
1966-67)—Seeking anyone who remembers my punji 
stake wound, esp. Kenneth Willis & Patrick Meyers— 
P.K. Plyler, 408 N. Fielder, Apt, 241, Arlington TX 


ONLY $39.95 


JUMPSUIT 


Manufacturer of Mens Apparel 
The Dee-Jay jumpsuit is a beautifully 
styled garment designed to be worn 
for leisure activities. 

*100% Polyester Doubleknit* 
*Colors - Navy - Brown - Camel* 
*Size Range 38-40-42-44-46 Reg.* 

*Short Sleeve Only* 
*30 Day Money Back Guarantee* 
*Machine wash and dry.” 
D.J. KALLAIL MFG. - 103 N. Martinson 
Wichita, Kansas 67203 - 316/267-6680 
add $2.50 for S&H 


GE MARINES 


1st Marine Div., Sth Marine Rgt., ist Btry., Co. A (Peleliu 
& Okinawa invasion)—Seeking anyone who knew me, 
esp. Jimmy Holcomb, Rocco Mitchel & Lt. Bilnitzer— 
Roy Alderman, 171 Arrow Head Pt., Belton TX 76513. 


GG NAVY 

109th CB (Roi Island, 12 Feb 1944)—Seeking sickbay 
doctor or Corpsman Russ Carr & others who 
remember treating bomb wounds aboard ship— 
Ray Irwin, 25 Douglas Ave., Durredin FL 33528. 
Navy Unit FLFED E-10-201 (Buckner Bay, Okinawa, Oct. 
1945)—Seeking anyone stationed with me during 
Typhoon Louise—Wesley George, 14842 Wabash 
Ave., Dolton IL 60419. 

Ordnance Gunnery Magazine (NAS, Jacksonville FL, 
1944)—Seeking anyone in crew, esp. Frank Fields 
(NYC), Floyd Marion (NC/SC), Chief Charles Horne 
(NY) & Chief Tucker—James Taylor, RD 3 Box 148B, 
Troy NY 12180. 


Reunion announcements a 
free service to VFW membe: 
ensure timely inclusion of your announcement, all 
information pertaining to the event must arrive in 
VFW Magazine offices six month prior to the reunion. 
Reunion announcement forms must be used and 
can be obtained by writing VFW Magazine, Reunions, 
34th and Broadway, Kansas City MO 64111. Pub 
lication is limited to one time per calendar year, 


GEMM AIR FORCE 


OApril 

90th Bomb Gp. (WWII)—Sacramento—W.M. Martin, 
3784 Garnet Rd., Pollock Pines CA 95726. 

B-29 Ninth Bomb Gp. (Tinian Island, 1945)—Leornard 
Carpi, 523 E. Oakey Blvd., Las Vegas NV 89014 


OMay 

2nd Bomb Wing Assn.—Shreveport—Lee Herridge, 
16975 Encino Hills Dr., Encino CA 91436, 

388th Bomb Gp (WWil)—England—Edward Hunt 
zinger, 1925 S.E. 37th St., Cape Coral FL 33904. 


QJune 

5th AF, 45th Service Gp. (South Pacific, WWIl)— Russell 
Morrison, 917 S. 7th St., Brainerd MN 56401 

5th AF, 63rd Service Gp., 376th Service Sqdn. (WWII) — 
Kansas City—John Savage, 606 N. Olive, Lee's 
Summit MO 64063. 

5th AF, 314th Composite Wing (Johnson Field, Japan)— 
Dayton—Mel Hiller, Box 35372, Louisville K Y 40232. 
Sth AF, 74th Service Gp., 390th Air Service Sqdn.— 
Omaha—Glenn Bock, POB 11, Sherman NY 14781 
67th AC&W/Radar Sqdn. (Osceola AFS WI) & Det. 5 
8th/6982nd RSM—East Farmington WI—674th Re- 
union HQ, 3777 S. 15th PL, Milwaukee WI 53221- 
1613. 

93rd Bomb Wing, 330th Bomb Sqdn.—Castle AFB 
CA—Mike Bogna, 525 Baker Ct., Atwater CA 95301. 
99th Bomb Gp. (H)—Dayton—Ernest Gentit, POB 398, 
Bryan OH 43506. 

304th Fighter Sqdn. (Pinellas AB) Assn.—Louisville— 
Tracy Little, 3011 Westover St., Shreveport LA 
71108. 

456th Bomb. Gp. (Italy, WWII)—Colorado Springs— 
James Watkins, 11415 Minor Dr., Kansas City MO 
64114. 

494th Bomb. Gp. (H) Assn.—Charleston SC—Rusty 
Restuccia, 100 Willard, Quincy MA 02169. 
First Radio Sqdn. (Patterson Field, 1942-45)—Dayton— 
Elizabeth Woosley, POB 43, Camden OH 4: 1. 
Independence Army Air Field Assn.—Lee Cain, POB 
303, Independence KS 67301. 
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[MEDALS & BADGES 
r] HISTORIC! REPRODUCTIONS _ 
SORATIONS Se 


U 
BOX 1061, DEPT VE 
22313 


pe 


see SAVINGS! 
All Buy DIRECT ‘% sa’ 
iS HALE! No. salesmen. Sold 
)AIR MAIL on HOME TRIAL, nek 
“Catalog. | Write: 
@j Dept. VF, 9530 Langdon Ave. 
SAVE Yat SePuveda, Cal. 91343 


HERNIA 


BRIEFS (aga Medicare Pays 80% 


BRAND NEW - No truss, belts or hard pads. Wash 
and wear. 88% cotton. Wear 24 hrs. Looks like 
regular underbrief. Operation not necessary. Write 
or call for free picture brochure in plain wrapper. 


Call Toll Free: 1-800-325-0007 


H.P.H. CORP. (Orthopedic-Medical Mfg.) 
Oept.2M_ 14120 SW 142 Ave, Miami 33186 


BEST BY MAIL 
Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FL 33578 


LEARN Hydraulic Jack Repair. Free Details. Hydraulic Parts 
Supply, Box 4157, Brownsville, TX 78523-4157 
OVERSEAS U.S. Jobs Available. Unlimited Opportunities 
Write for application. Employers, Box 3239(X), Gulf Shores, 
AL 36542 or call (205)968-2500 

MACULAR Degeneration? Cataracts? Warranty Expired? 
There's hope! Book, $9.95 by Gary Price Todd, MD. Bio-Zoe, 
Inc., Waynesville, NC 28786-0049. (704)452-0472 

TAKE Catalog Orders. We drop-ship 2955 best selling 
specialty products. Lowest below wholesale prices. Immediate 
delivery. Spectacular home business opportunity. Free Book. 
SMC, 9401 DeSoto Ave., Dept. 414-64, Chatsworth, CA 
91311-4991 


PROTECT YOUR VALUABLES 
AND IMPORTANT PAPERS! 


{A Sentry Safe for your home is “peace of mind” for you! And 
think of the convenience! It's like having a 24-hour safe- 
deposit box right at home! 

* 200 pounds of protection 
urglar-resistant * U.L. Listed 
x deductible * Fire-Resistant 
ree delivery, continental U.S 
* Low, low prices! 
© FURNITURE CABINETS 

available for “concealed” 
protection 


WRITE FOR 
FREE CATALOG! 


nti) Value-tique, Inc. 


Dept. M-966 © Box 67 
Leonia, N.J. 07605 


MAKES YOU ALMOST 
” TALLER 


SIZES 
Ww iris. B EEE 


FINE MENS" 
SHOES 


Looks just like ordinary shoes except hidden 
inside is a height increasing innermold. Choose 
from a wide selection of Elevators, including dress 
shoes, boots and casuals. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
3 ionally comfortable. Call or write today for 

REE color catalog so you can look 2" taller 
In almost no time. TOLL FREE 1-800-343-3810 

ELEVATORS? ]] 
RICHLEE SHOE COMPANY. DEPT. VF63 
P.O. Box 3566. Frederick. MD 21701 


NOW! Get in on the 


REPAIR! 


Work part time, full time 
right at home—we help 
you every step of the way. 


No doubt about it... as a small pagina pro, you can cash 
in on the huge demand for qualified men in one of Amer- 
ica’s fastest growing industries. You'll be able to command 
top hourly rates of from $25.00 to $30.00 per hour — and 
that's just for labor. A simple tune-up earns as much as 
$49.95 for less than an hours work, and parts, engines 
and accessories will add even more to the profits 
Plenty of business waiting for qualified men. 


65,000,000 Small Engines Are In Use Today! 
That's the official count from the Engine Service Assn., 
and one-million new engines are being built each month 
With fully accredited Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skills and knowledge to make top money ser- 
vicing these engines. People will seek you out and pay 
you well to service their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain saws, minibikes, 
snowmobiles, generators, go-carts, paint sprayers, 
snowblowers . . . the list is almost endless 


 usiness! 


Professional Tools and Equipment, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine 
ALL YOURS TO KEEP... All at No Extra Cost. 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 

You don't need to be a ‘born mechanic’ or have any prior 
experience. You can master this profitable trade right at home 
in your sparetime. Lessons are fully illustrated...so clear you 
can't go wrong, and with our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ method 
you get practical "hands-on’ experience. We also show you 
how to get business, what to charge, where to get supplies 
wholesale...all the inside tricks of the trade you need to 
assure success right from the start. 


Send for FREE Facts —Do It TODAY! 
NO Obligation—NO Salesman Calls! 
You risk nothing by accepting this offer to see how 
easily you can learn the skills you need to increase 
your income in a high-profit business of your own. 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or send postcard 


with name and address) to receive full information 
by return mail. 


RUSH COUPON TODAY 


Foley-Belsaw Institute BOOKLET! 
50873 Field Building = Send for your 
Kansas City, M0 64111 2s copy today! 


— 
oe ee eee es a= Late | 


g FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE | 
50873 Field Building 
H kansas city, MO 64111 J 


© YES, please send me the FREE booklet that ies 1 
B full detaiis about starting my own business in Small Ml 
I Engine Repair. | understand there is No Obligation and § 
I that No Salesman will call on me. 


BNAME___ Ae 


BEYOND 


FANTASY 


By Ernest C. King 
LOVE — EXCITEMENT 
DANGER — INTRIGUE 
(HARD COVER) 

American aerial gunner shares with you his 
exciting training — Love affairs with beauti- 
ful women — Horror and fascination of 
of combat — Intrigue of the underground — 


Spy charges by the Gestapo — Existing as a 
POW — Survival of a forced march. 


KING PUBLISHING CO. 


i] R# 1, Box 158, Erie, Kansas 66733 t 
i] Please send copies of BEYOND 
I. FANTASY at $15.00, postage & handling 1 
I included. i] 
g_ KSresidents add .60 tax ea. Total $ - 4 
| Name * | 
I Address chet eee ne A 
I | 
i City = a Re A 1 
J State — en eid | 1 
a 


Do Your Own Work 
with Magnatrac. 


scaping, gardening, excavating! 
CATALOG of “factory-made’ 
Magnatrac Kits. $ 1.00 
PLANS to build a Magnatrac 
from local materials....$ 7.00 
STRUCK-KIT, Dept: vFas 


‘S. _CEDARBURG, wi. 53012 


EXCLUSIVE AFFORDABLE 


oh 


UNIQUE TRADITIONAL 


NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME— 
OVER 200 ORIGINAL METAL 
CREST OF PATCH INSIGNIAS. 

Fr 


All Units from WWII Korea and am 


ALL 
50 STATES 


WRITE FOR OUR LIST AND 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOG. 
end 25¢ 
INFANTRY JOE COMBAT HONORS 

P.O. Box 974, F.D.R. STA. 
(Dept. VF) 
New York, NY 10022 
DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED 


cover 1st Class mailing t 


AV 


it 


vf nav 


The Garden Way Reel Mower cuts 
grass cleanly with scissor-action, leaving a 
smooth, green, healthy appearance. 


NAG 


Ades 


Rotary mowers cut with “Whipping” 
action, which tends to rip and tear grass, 
causing tips of grass to become jagged and 
brown. 
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Re-Discover the Reel! 


...for lawn quality and beauty far better than 
even the best rotary mower! 


Heltah 
ee 


makers of the famous TROY-BILT® 
Tiller——a professional 
quality, self-propelled 
Reel Mower that’s 
perfect for home- 
owners who want 
a superior qual- 
ity lawn! 


Send today for FREE 
details and Introductory Savings 


en ae ee ee nee coe Se ee 


I Garden Way Mfg. Co., Dept.a2s6 > 16 | 
H 102nd St. and 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12180 | 
I YES! Please send me complete details I 
I on the Garden Way Reel Mower, including 
I prices and special limited-time savings. : 
I Name. I 
: Address. ; 
1 Gv. I 
ive I 
State. Zip. 
ee Se ee | 


GE ALL BRANCHES 


DApril ; 

Ex-POWs, . of Washington—Bremerton WA—Ray 
Merritt, € Regency Ct. S.E., Port Orchard WA 
98366. 

QJune 


GHQ/AFPAC (1944-46)—Houston—Glenn Christ, 474 
Elgin Ct., Marion OH 43302. 


Gl ARMY 


OMarch 

2nd Armored Div. Assn.—Killeen TX—Robert Pryor, 
8562 Ariel St., Houston TX 77407. 

Greenville Aviation School (Ocala FL)—John Roberson, 
Rt. 1 Box 314, Keystone Heights FL 32656. 


OApril 
18th AAA Gp., HQ & HQ Btry.—Oplika AL—Rad 
Dedmon, POB 280, Canutillo TX 79835. 


65th Gen. Hosp. (WWIl)—King of Prussia PA 
Mihranian, 19 Gregory Ln., Loudonville NY 


OMay 
34th Div., 168th Inf. Anti-tank Co.— Robert Ernsberger, 
RR 5 Box 95, Bryan OH 43506, 

116th Signal/FS 8608 AAU (Schereyn, Germany)— 
Pittsburgh—Bill Case, Box 369, Ovid MI 48866. 
150th Engr. Combat Bn. Assn. (WWII) — Plymouth MA— 
Phil Dobruck, 2, Dayton Ct., Newington CT 06111. 
212th CA AAA (NGNY)—NYC—Nicholas Van Eck, 14 
Cedar Crest Rd., Danbury CT 06810. 

347th Station Hosp. pseph Aucoin, 
7113 Asher St. Me 


rkis 
2211. 


glide upstairs on 
a STAIR-GLIDE® 
stairway lift 


No more problems with stairs. 
Just sit on a stairway lift, press 
the button and glide up and 
down in complete safety. 
Saves changing your house 
round or moving. Easily 
installed to: fit curved or 
straight stairs. No mess. 
Folds back — gets in 
nobody’s way. Find 
out all the details. 
Fill in the coupon 
below and mail to us, 


Send me free 
details of your 


I Rai oution ESCA 
i stairway lift quickly 


I City 


I State Zip 


I 
! 
I 
I 
I Address _| 
I l 
I 
I 
I 


Tel. 


AMERICAN STAIR-GLIDE CORPORATION 
Dept. VF-0386, 4001 E. 138th St., P.O. Box B 
view, MO 64030 Tel 816-763-3100 


462nd AW Bn. (WWII}—NYC—Robert Bennett, 530 E. 
20 St., New York NY 10009, 

555th Engr. (C) Bn. & 555th Comp. Engr. Gp.— William 
Burr, 4721 NW 41 Ct., Lauderdale Lakes FL 33319. 
773rd AAA Bn. (Korea)—NYC—Edward Murray, 49- 
30 166th St., Flushing NY 1136: 


OJune 
Ist inf, Div., 26th Inf., Co.K—Newark—Ed Russell, 566 | | 
Arizma Dr., Lower Burrell PA 15068. H 
2nd Chem. Mortar Bn. (WWII)—C.E. Jefferies, 1314 | | 
ey PA 17033. | 
Btry. © (1941-45)—Denver— | | 
Archie Bach, Box New England ND 58647. { 
6th: Veterans Assn., POB 2011, Fort Oglethorpe | | 
GA 30742, 4 
14th Field Hosp. (1942-45)—Bloomington MN—Paul | | 
Seaborg, 6441 14th Ave. S., Richfield MN 55423. | 
18th Inf., Ist Bn., HQ Co. (WWII)—St. Louis—J.M. | | 
Jamison, 4689 Wiltshire Rd., North Royalton OH 


fs. Navy UST 795 5 ee tat | 


See Advertisement Inside Front Cover 


Pair 


SHOES 


HABAND 265 N. 9th st., Paterson, W.J. 07530 
‘Aye Aye Sir! Send me ___’ pairs of these Navy Last Shoes as specified below. 


GET 2 Pairs 
for $55 


FIND YOUR SIZE HERE 
‘MEDIUM (0) WIDTH “WIDE (EEE) 
‘Add $1 per pair for wide sizes 
sarsiassiessl2 olatitzsslaeata 
10-1092-11-12-13 10-1092-11-12-13. 
‘HOW WHAT WHAT 
MANY? SIZE? width? 


Guarantee: !f upon receipt, 1 do not choose (price 
to wear the shoes, | may return them within} 

30 days for a full refund of every penny | Please add $2.40 toward 
paid you, $2 


| PAYMENT ENCLOSED Or charge: 
Visa 7] MC 


Acct. # Exp. Date / 
Name. 7KH-450 
Street Apt. # 
City/State. 2i 


ip. 
HABAND is a conscientious family business, serving over 3 million 
customers across the U.S.A. since 1925 


44133. 

19th Coast Arty.— McCook NE—Lawrence Weskamp, 
1207 E. 5th, McCook NE 69001. 

20th Armd. Div., 20th Tank Bn.—Lerdy Froneyberger, 
3833 Bowen, St. Louis MO 63116. 

28th Inf. Div. (WWs 1 & fl) —State College PA—Charles 
Kraus, 465 White Cedar Ln., Severna Park MD 
21146, 

37th Div., 129th Inf., Co. I—Earl Rasomussen, Rt. 2 
Box 156, Alamo TN 38001. 

45th Gen. Hosp.—Gettysburg—Frank Zahemski, 244 
Maryland Ave., Paterson NJ 07503. 

51st Med. Bn. Assn. (WWIl)— Wayne Lebo, 7 Penrose 
St., Harrisburg PA 17109. 

52nd Armd. Inf. Bn. (WWIl)—Milwaukee—Ed Daven 
port, 106 Cherokee Rd., Hampton VA 23661 


_MEN’S WIDE SHOES 


EE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 
Extra width for men who need it 
Excellent variety, styling 

and quality. Send for 

FREE CATALOG. 

THE WIDEST 

SELECTION OF THE 

WIDEST SHOES 

ANYWHERE! 


HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 
Dept. 10C. Hingham. MA 02043 


UNIT 
INSIGNIAS 


In full color, 

first quality, your. 
name & rank 
in bronze, 
Foe x9” 
New! A first-class, rich-looking plaque to 
display your unit insignia and name, rank 
and tour of duty. 


Designed and produced right here in 
U.S.A by a Vietnam veteran, insignia is 


lithographed in true-to-life, full-color on 
brushed-gold mylar. Wood plaque has 
walnut finish and gold border, notched for 
easy hanging in home or workplace. 


HOW TO ORDER 


Fill out coupon & bank-card | 


information, or send with check YES, | want to pro 


I EMPYREAN COMPANY 4213 State Park Drive * Akron, Ohio 44319 1 


‘AIRBORNE 


wes S. Hurr 


Personalized copy computer-engraved 
in bronze on black, matte-finish plate that 
won't tarnish. 

Insignia for U.S. Army combat divisions 
available. Also plaques for Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force. A fitting memorial. Great 
gift idea. Order one for a buddy. Please 
allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Sorry, no 
C.0.D.s. 


(Please print or type) 
— om oe oe 


udly display my unit's plaque. Please rush me 


‘or money order, $19.95 per Plaque(s) at $19.95 each for which | enclose $_____ plus $3 for ship- 
plaque plus $3 shipping & hand- ping per order. Or charge: [7 Visa or [" MasterCard 
Ay (Ohio residents add $1.10 Acct. No. a RL Fe 
sales tax.) 
— For even faster service — | Name m ———— Rank ( Optional) —_______ | 
Call this 7-day, 24-hour toll-free 
Heer) your Visa or ‘Army Division or Branch of Service Unit Nickname | 
1-800-446-2191 Tour of duty & years (Europe, Pacific, Korea, Vietnam, Stateside, 1943-45, 1968-70, etc.) I 
(In Ohio call 1-800-446-2190) Or send [J Navy, ) Marine Corps, ( Air Force plaque 
Name ; UE 
‘Address (Not P.O. 
EMPYREAN COMPANY ee ok ice Pi aree at 
4213 State Park Drive | City Zip Code - | 
Akron, OH 44319 Phone ) 


Qe ee eee ee ee es eo oe 
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EARN 
EXTRA CASH 


EverySaturday 
Morning! 


MEN’S 
GENUINE 
Pea 
os 


WOMEN’S 
GENUINE 
DEERSKIN 


CASUAL wi 


Earn up to $18.50 a pair sell- 
ing quality Mason Shoes to 
friends and neighbors. 
You can earn $10 to $20 
extra in spare-time, weekend 
or evening hours. Take or- 
ders from friends and neigh- 
bors for quality Mason 
Shoes. Show them our beau- 
tiful full-color catalog with 
over 400 up-to-date styles 
for men and women in sizes 
4-16, widths AA-EEEE. Write 
their order—the cash deposit 
is your commission. You in- 
vest nothing! Rush coupon 
today for Free Starting Kit 
plus exciting Prize and 
Bonus Offers. 


Send for this full color 

catalog today and learn 
how to earn $10 to $20 
per hour. 


MASON SHOE MFG. COMPANY 
DEPT. F-813 
1251 First Avenue 


| Chippewa Falls, WI 54774 | 


RUSH FREE COLOR CATALOG & FREE 
STARTING KIT TO: 


] NAME 


ADDRESS 
| city 
zp 


Area 
ee ee 


f 
= 


ORDER FROM: PRESIDIO PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1764VF3, Novato, CA 94948 
Please send Bill Mauldin’s Army to: 
NAME 
ADDRESS. 
CITY/STATE 


___Deluxe Hardcover @ $25.00 
Standard Softcover @ $12.95 Total _ 
Calif, residents add 6% sales tax _ 
Shipping & Handling _ $1." 

TORL Sos 

Cicheck/MO Encl. Clvisa [JMC CIJAmExp. 

Card # 

Es Rep Date 

Signature 


Bill Mauldin's Greatest World War II Cartoons 


$25.00, 439 cartoons, 384 pages 
Oversized 8% x 11 inch format 


Willie and Joe Return 


Here are all of the best and most memor- 
able of Bill Mauldin’s World War II car- 
toons, selected by the author and printed 
from new plates. In a very real sense these 
cartoons are a foxhole history of the war 
in Europe — and of all wars. 

The return of Bill Mauldin’s Army has 
been long awaited. Out of print for over 
30 years, it has commanded a hefty price 
in the rare book market. 

Through a special arrangement with 
Bill Mauldin, Presidio Press offers youa 
DELUXE HARDCOVER version of this 
classic book. This edition can only be 
purchased direct from the publisher. It is 
not available in stores. ORDER NOW! 
Supplies of the deluxe hardcover edition 
are limited. Bill Mauldin’s Army is also 
available in a softcover bookstore edition. 


PRESIDIO PRESS, Box 1764VF3 
Novato, CA 94948 


Bill Mauldin’s 
Army 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Return your purchase within 15 days 
of receipt if not fully satisfied. 


America’s 
Genuine Turquoise Collections! 


PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA. 


BILL MONROE 


Quality 
Guaranteed! 


The “Father of Bluegrass 
Shows off his 
“Country Turquoise” 


JUNE CARTER CASH 


{All tems intayed (w/real 
Turquoise.) 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-772-7227 — in VA (703) 885-8629 


QC “Bill Monroe” or () “One Piece At A Time” 
CO Buckles $19.95 ea. C Hattack $7.50ea. () Pendant $7.50¢a. 
(Chain included w/ea Pendant) VA residents add sales tax 


Mail all orders payable to COUNTRY TURQUOISE. P.0. Box 


3169. Staunton. VA 24401 (Add S200 postage and handling) 

l enclose S Check Money Order 
Please Charge my Mastercard Visa 

* Exp Date 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE 


let you duplicate | 

Virtually anything, | 

# Gunstocks 

* Signs & Plaques 

+ Figures & Statues 

+ Furniture restorata 

+ Ornate carved 
Moldings 


‘Models Available 


Model AP-520 


MELITE cues 


2" Inlet and Outlet 
160 Gal. Per Min. 
Briggs 5 H.P. Eng 
New 1986 Models 
One Year Warranty 


WAS $389.00 
YOUR TOTAL COST $219.00 


IDEAL FOR PUMPING WATER. SALT WATER, FARM 
CHEMICALS. OR PULLING SPRINKLERS 
FREE SHIPPING INUSA 


Send Check, Money Order or Phone VISA or MASTERCARD 


JERRY B. LEACH CO. 
P.O. BOX 71 802 MARKET ST. 
CHERAW, S. C. 29520 
TOLL FREE 800-845-9005 


56th Signal Bn., Radio Platoon & HQ Co. (WWII)— 
Pocono Manor PA—John Rusnak, 220 Hayward Pl, 
Wallington NJ 07057. 

82nd Airborne Div., 376th Parachute Field Arty. Assn.— 
Las Vegas—Frank Boyd, Box 138, Overbrook KS 
66524. 

83rd Chem. Mortar Bn. (WWIl)—James Helsel, 182: 
Tammany Dr., Nashville TN 37216. 

89th AA Bn. (Washington DC, 1943-44)— Jackson MS— 
W.A. McLaurin, POB 304, Sandersville MS 39477. 
91st Chem. Mortar Co. (MTZ) APO 957— Adam Repsher, 
POB 144, Stanhope NJ 07874 

91st Gen. Hosp. Assn.— Edna Bruhn, POB 104, Clinton 
I 732. 


99th FA Bn.—Taylor MI—Tyson Farris, 1549 Luke St., 
Irving TX 75061. 

103rd Div., 409th Anti-tank Co.—Branson MO—Roy 
Goodwater, Rt. 3 Box 247, Ava MO 65608 

110th Engr. Combat Bn.—Minneapolis—John Druny, 
424 Decatur N., Golden Valley MN 55427, 

135th Med. Rgt. Assn.—Appleton WI—Vance Yost, 
1115 Waugoo Ave., Oshkosh WI 54901. 

191st FA Bn., Btry. A (WWIl)—Winchester TN—W.F. 
Williams, POB 215, Cowan TN 37318. 

265th FA Bn., Btry. B—Little Rock—Mead Pritchett, 
RR2, Omaha IL 62871 

294th JASCO (WWIl)— Muskogee OK—Bob Felst, Rt, 2 
Box 66, Wagoner OK 74467. 

297th Combat Engr., Co. C—Yonker NY—Cy Cynamon, 
448 Neptune Ave., Brooklyn NY 11224. 

351st Searchlight Bn.—Winona MN—Bob Johnson, 
514 Brown St., Jackson MN 56143. 

468th AAA (AW) Bn.—Dallas—Monty Montgomery, 
Rt. 2 Box 59, Commerce TX 75428. 

471 st Engr. Maint. Co.—South Fallsburg NY—Anthony 
DiCroce, 301 Pkwy., Rochester NY 14613. 
511th Engrs. L.P. Co. iter PA—Nick Rosania, 
POB 412, Whitehouse Sta. NJ 08889. 

544th EB & SR, Co. F—Fredricksburg VA—Ray Varley, 
8 Uncus Trail, Old Saybrook CT 06475. 

548th AAA AW Bn.—Clyde Kunham, 2128 Banbury 
Rd., Kalamazoo MI 49001. 
557th Ord. H.M. Co. (TK) (WWII). 
Morris, 6304 La Pintura Dr, 


san Diego—Charles 


a Jolla CA 92037 


583rd Motor Ambulance Co. (WWII)—Knoxville— 
126 Bennoch Rd., Orono ME 


Frederick Burpee, 
04473. 


St., Harlan IA 51537. 

705th TD Bn.—Nashville—Paul Yeomans, 1674 Uni- 
versity Pkwy. Lot 303, Sarasota FL 342. 
724th ROB (WWII) —Gatlinburg—James Williams, Gol 
den Terr., Apt. 6, 555 Lakehurst Rd., Browns Mills 
NJ 08015. 

754th FA Bn. (WWIl)—Nashville—R.A. Smith, POB 27, 
Wilmington IL 60481. 

758th RRS Bn. & other CBI ARS Bns. (WWII)—Jim 
Rutledge, 4720 S. Broadway Apt. 208, St. Louis MO. 
759th Tank Bn.—Niantic CT—Joseph Beninato, 22 
Marshall Rd., Enfield CT 06082, 

814th TD Bn. (WWII)—Carrol Christmas, 106 S, 9th, 
Savannah MO 64485. 

936 & 937th Field Arty. Bns, 142nd Field Arty.—Gene 
Locklar, POB 742, Little Rock AR 72203, 

1142nd Combat Engrs. (WWII)— Asheboro NC —Mahon 
Flake, POB 825, Badin NC 28009. 

1289th Combat Engrs.—Buckeye Lake OH—Robert 
Doyle, 127 Letchworth, Columbus OH 43204. 

3516 Ord. MAM Co., Ist Engr. Spec. BGE—Edward 
Haughey, 1912 Maryland Ave., Springfield OH 45505. 
Mounted Orgs.—Fort Sam Houston—Lowell Drum- 
mond, 5704 45th Ave. S., Minneapolis MN 55417. 
US Army Medical Command, Japan (US Army Hosp., 
Camp Zama)—San Antonio—Arch Telgren, 1023 
Forest St., Brookings SD 57006-3225. 


GE COAST GUARD 
OJune 


CG Construction Units 26, 211 & 390—Merle Vick, Rt. 1 
S. Box 2406, Cascade MT 59421. 


GE MARINES 
OApril ; 


6th Marine Div. Assn.— Walter O'Neil, 8006 Kilbourne 
Ave., Chicago IL 60652. 


50 VFW: MARCH 1986 


Yueh Proudly Presents 


The Perfect Mother’s Day 
Present 


SHOWN IN Actual Size 


“| LOVE YOU”’ 


Pendant in 
Your Native Language 


Say “‘l love you’ to that special someone this 
Mother's Day in you native language with this 1',” 
14k gold electroplated / sterling pendant on an 18” 
gold filled chain. 


Available in these Languages 


Polish Greek French 
Lithuanian Italian German 
Hebrew Swahili Spanish 
Russian Ukranian Norwegian 


Gaelic 
14K Gold Plated $29.95 


Pendant (including Necklace) 
14K Gold Plated $19.95 
Charm (%4") (no Chain) 

For Fast Service call TOLL FREE 


The Personal Touch 
2279 Jenkintown Rd. 
Glenside, PA 19038 


Toll Free: 1-800-441-0817 

In PA: (215) 572-8399 

Please enter my order for: 

13 _ 14k Gold Electroplated 
Pendant & Chain @ $29.95 each 


14k Gold Electroplated 
Charm @ $19.95 each 


Add $2.50 for Shipping and insurance 
PA Residents add 6% Tax 


Mo 22). 
Enclosed is Check or charge my 
VISA () MASTER CHARGE () 
CARD NUMBER — 
Exp. Date 


HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY 


Mira GUARANTEED 10 YEARS 


(|) _ DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A 
knife, saw, hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 
Rugged 972" knife, 5” blade. 


LAMINATE! 
leather hank 
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US 2 Se 
MmmmREUNION S 


OMay 
2nd Alrdrome Bn. 17th AAA Bn.—Orlando—Arnold 
Mervin, 2523 SE 22nd Ave., Cape Coral FL 33904. 


OJune 
4th Marine Div., 25th Rgt., Ist Bn., Co. A—Bruce 
Benway, 707 S. Washington, Fredericksburg TX 


78624. 

4th Marine Div. Assi 
St., Milwaukee WI 5: 
7th Field Depot (WWIl)— Kenosha WI—Ed Troiano, 54 
Wuddall Ave., Warwick RI 02889. 

23rd Marines, Ist Bn., Co. B—Milwaukee—Pete 
Kenshaw, 1605 Fairview Ave., Berwich PA 18603. 


Ga NAVY 


OMarch 

101st CB (1945-46)—Eldon Vardman, RR4, Clarin- 
da IA 51632. 

OApril 

USS CK Bronson DD-668—Charleston SC—Ken Sul- 
livan, 10715 N. Robinson Ct., Peoria IL 61615 


Frank Pokrop, 2854 S. 44th 
9. 


OMay 
4th CB Bn.—Woody Parker, 4170 S. 2300 East, Salt 
Lake Ci: T 84124 


30th Naval CB (WWII)—Mario Bevilacqua, 125 N. 
Hyde Park Ave., Scranton PA 18054. 

First USN CB—Philadelphia—Charles Mischler, 29 
nford Ave., erson NJ 07630. 

ISN Armed Guards (WWIl)—San Francisco—Leonard 
Carlson, 5894 N. St. Albans St., Shoreview MN 55126. 
USS Bache DD-470/DDE-470—Lancaster PA—Frank 
Lee, 8 George St., Apt. 94, Pawtucket RI 02860. 
USS Portland CA-33—Las Vega JSS Portland Re 
union Assn., POB 515191, Dallas TX 75251—5191. 
USS Raleigh CL-7—Denver—J.R. Loftis, 11714 E. 2nd 
Ave., Aurora CO 80010. 

USS Trenton CL-11—F.0. Spencer, 3403 Lees Ave., 
Long Beach CA 90808. 


OJune 
37th CB. 
76056. 
1062 MP Co. (AYN) (WWIl)—Eldon Cowley, Rt. 3 Box 
349, Marlow O} 5 


Oscar Boaz, 107 N. Main St., Jacksboro TX 


ncisco—Raymond Thomp- 
Portland OR 97205. 
Gamewardens of Vietnam Assn.—Gamewardens of 
Vietnam Assn., West Coast Chapter, POB 7897, San 
Diego CA 92107. 

LCC Reunion—Norfolk VA—Stan Kaess, Box 265, 
Evansville MN & 
LST 639—Niagra Falls—Robert Sahr, POB 83, Cowles- 
ville NY 14037. 


Mine, Bomb & Explosive Ord. Disposal Units—K.R. 
Morgan, 


3340 Del Sol Blvd. #229, San Diego CA 


liam Harrison, Decatur IL 62526. 
Navy Preflight School (lowa City Coralville [A— 
Bill White, POB 264, Iowa City IA 52244. 

NMCB Nine—V.V. Rebinskas 1541 Park Ave., Port 
Hueneme CA 93041, 

USS Amsterdam—Bob Tripp, 26 William St., Hornell 
NY 14843. 

USS Cowpens CVL-25—Spartanburg SC—John Riley, 
R-2, Clinton IN 46226. 
USS Essex CV/CVA/CVS. 
Lakewood CA 90711-3156. 

USS lowa Veterans Assn.—Portland—John Larsen, 
Rt. 1 Box 225, Underwood IA 51576-9766. 

USS Lark AM-21 (ATO-168)— Albuquerque—Kenneth 
Marsh, 5330 S. Sherman, Littleton CO 80121 

USS LGS (L) (3) 60 (WWII) —St. Louis—Ted Weatherby, 
Rt. 1, Box 334FE, stings FL 32045. 

USS LST 277 (WWil)—Charlotte NC—Bill Irwin, 5509 
Panorama Dr., Huntsville AL 35801. 

tam, Box 575, Saugatuck MI 


Ray Atwell, POB 3156, 


USS LST 702—Ray 
49453. 


GENUINE HANDMADE Boots | 
Bootmakers for over 20 years. Top | 
quality leather-many styles-reasonable ! 
prices. Write For 30-Pg. Catalog, $1. H 
ustin- Kall Soot @.; 


BOX 12368-X EI Paso, Tx., 79912 : 


MUST LIQUIDATE 


AT BIG SAVINGS TO YOU! 
AUTHENTIC U.S. ARMY 


Mine Detectors 


‘Add this to your collection of 
authentic military memorabilia! 
Ideal for “treasure” hunts, too! 


These are genuine Gl. vets of military 
service. Some of these include a logbook 
showing army units, dates, places used. 
(Sorry, we can't guarantee a logbook with 
your order.) 


The search head relays aural signals 
through headphones. Pointed steel probe 
helps locate buried objects. Two trans- 
mitting antennas; one receiving antenna. 
Back mounting pack for convenience in 
moving about. Entire set comes in water- 
proof, olive drab metal case. Batteries are 
included. 


ven $119 


Item H-993-64831 -00 Ship, handling: $12.00 


Credit card customers can 

order by phone, 24 hours ( x | = vs 

a day, 7 days a week. i" 

Toll-Free: 1-800-328-0609 
Your check is welcome! 
No delays in orders paid by check. 

Sales outside continental U.S. are subject to special 

conditions. Please call or write to inquire. 


C.O.M.B. Direct Marketing Corp. Item H-993, 
14605 28th Ave. N./Minneapolis, MN 55441-3397 


Send___Mine Detector(s) item H-993-64831 -00 at $119 
each plus $12 each for shipping, handling. (Minnesota 
residents add 6% sales tax, Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
Sorry, no C.0.D. orders.) 


( My check or money order is enclosed. (No delays in 
processing orders paid by check, thanks to TeleCheck.) 


Charge to my: MasterCard, 0 VISA® }, 


Acct. No. Exp. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Phone —L 


Sign Here 


C.0.M . B. Direct Marketing Corp. 


Authorized Liquidator 
14605 28th Avenue North 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55441-3397 


The Affordable 
Award-Winning 
Communities 
of Florida 


RETIREMENT 
LIVING 

« SECOND HOME 
LIVING 

+ INVESTMENT 

HOMES 


BEGIN 
la AT $16,900! 


Century Communities offer you a wide range of Fun-in-the-Sun choices in new 
mobile home living, including communities with... waterfront living and marinas... 
golf course living. .. large clubhouses . .. heated swimming pools. . . Jacuzzi whirl- 
pools . . . plus many other amenities. To save you money and offer convenience, 
Century has its own Travel Club Agency and Merchant Discount Program. 

Some are double-wide communities with prices from $29,000 and some are single- 
wide communities with prices from $16,900. 


All 12 Communities have 
Guaranteed Lifetirne Leases 
and are Developed 
and Operated by 


—CENTURY—| 


Learn about the choices along with the advantages avail- 
able to you as offered by Florida's largest provider of new 
mobile home communities: 

MAIL TO: 
CENTURY COMMUNITIES 
P.O. Box 5252 * Lakeland, FL 33803 


(813) 647-1581 


Choice locations include 
Ocala, Leesburg, Wildwood, 
Tampa-Plant City, Winter 
Haven, Lakeland, Haines 
City, Sebring and Eustis. 


Street Address 


City. State. Zip. 


VF-M 


Phone ( SSDA0178S 


i 
! 

1 

1 

! 

1 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 
Name at H 
' 

1 

1 

! 

' 
! 
' 
' 
| 


NOW!HERNIA RELIEF 
cuzat SUPPORTO/ TRUSS” 


HALF THE SIZE... 
TWICE THE FUN 


Elasto- 


Band™ s ONLY 
’ 95 

ite ft right 16% 
and double plus $1.75 


stage & handling 


All-In-One garment is a pair of shorts, an abdominal 
and scrotal support, as well as an unsurpassed truss 
for reducible inguinal hernia. ‘'Elasto-Band’ wraps 
around body at point of hernia for secure and comfort- 
able protection, Washable. Buy two for $33.00 plus 
$2.50 postage. Send hip measure and check to: 
Piper Brace Co., 811 Wyandotte, P.0.Box 807, 
Dept. FO36ST, Kansas City, Mo. 64141. 
VISA & MC are OK. Give No. & Exp. Date 


83” long, 44” wide, 350 Ibs. Carry two people. 
HAGSTROM’S SALES 


Dept. V, 219 Marray Drive, Atlanta, GA 30341 
1-800-327-5277 Call 24 hrs 
In GA, call 404-452-8997 


, G.I. DOG TAGS 
2 for $6.95 


Neck chains included 


Need to replace yours? 

or use as excellent emergency identi- 
fication-when we emboss them for 
you with name, address, phone, aller- 
gies, etc. Six lines of 16 spaces. Print 
clearly what you want. 

Clear plastic covers for tags and 
neck chain are $1.50 a set ¢ 

Silencers 2 for $1.00 


Postpaid 


—S> 
Indian Cent * 1943 Steel Cent 
Liberty Nickel * Buffalo Nickel 
With free price list. Dates of our choice. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
TIPSICO COIN CO. 
2141- V Broadway 
North Bend, OR 97459 


Cre, 
"at pi 
i ideghitt 


THE “P-38” CAN OPENER 
Fits key ring, a can opener, a screw driver 
THREE FOR $1.50 plus 50¢ P&H 
RICHCRAFT, Box 125-V, Kershaw, SC 29067 
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USS LST 757—Columbus OH—Alfred Forino, 6494 
Central College Rd., New Albany OH 43054. 

USS Marblehead CL-12—Valley Forge—Buzz Laurid- 
sen, 6243 Rancho Hills Dr., San Diego CA 92139, 
USS Massachusetts Assn.—Fall River MA—Robert 
Grimes, 11 Spring St., Waltham MA 02154. 

USS Natoma Bay Assn.—Reno—Glenn McWilliams, 
966 Harbor Towne Rd., Charleston SC 29412. 

USS North Carolina leship Assn.—Wilmington 
NC—Chariles Rosell, 15 Ellen Ave., Mt. Pleasant SC 
29464. 

USS Princeton CVL-23—Valley Forge PA—Victor 
Moitoret, 3812 Tom Lyons Dr., Silver City NM 88061. 
USS San Marcos LSD-25—Nashville—Red Larsen, 
319 21st SE, Loveland CO 80537. 

USS Whitehurst DE-634 Assn.—Knoxville TN—Jon 
Shaver, 104 N. Oxalis Dr., Orlando FL 32807. 


USS New Jersey—Seeking Cormier Ishmael—Patrick 
Campbell, 1009 E. Carter, Marion IL 62959. 

422nd Beret Commando Combat Team—Seeking for- 
mer members—Thomas Sussion, 1825 Ridgewood, 
Ormond Beach FL 32074 

54th QM Bn, 3354th QM Truck Co. (US 7th Army, WWIl)— 
Seeking Walter Witowski, SSgt Hyman Levin or 
anyone else who knew Eugene Dubno—Mark Dubno, 
6 Mist Ln., Westbury NY 11590. 

USS Pelias AS-14—Seeking radiomen for reunion— 
Jack McKeown, 324 Canterbury Drive, Ramsey NJ 
07446. 


Got a Minit? 
Make 


\t only takes a ‘‘minit’’ to enter 

the fast and easy, fun and prof- 

itable world of button-making 

with Badge-A-Minit. These 

2%" plastic coated buttons 

are fun to wear, fun to make 

and easy to sell at flea mar- 

kets, fairs, conventions, 

sporting events, or any- 

where people congregate 

Supply buttons for 

community events, 

school clubs or churches. 

Button parts cost “ pennies each, 

finished buttons sell for much more. 
Only $26.95 gets you started with everything you need to 


make buttons. 

Send today for our FREE colorful 48 page 
catalog PLUS a FREE 24 page book full of 
button-making ideas from Badge-A-Minit 


-Minit Ltd., Dept. V-386 
h 30th Rd. Box 800, LaSall 
(815) 224-2090 
(4. SEND_ME FREE the catalog and idea book! 
[5 YES, SEND ME the Badge-A-Minit starter kit for only $26.95 
plus $1.75 shipping (IL. residents add $1.62 tax) 


©) Visa) MasterCard {"] American Express 


Credit Card No. 


Exp. Date Signature 


Name 


Address 
City 


ee CS CUE CS 


Progress 

The fellow who, a few years back, 
wouldn't dream of his wife working, 
is the same guy who now wakes her 
up in the middle of the night to 
suggest that she ask her boss for a 
raise. 


Record 
A young woman meant to call a 
record shop but dialed the wrong 
number and got a private home 
instead. 

“Do you have ‘Eyes of Blue’ and 
‘Love That’s Real’?” she asked. 

“Well, no,” answered the puzzled 
homeowner. “But I do have a wife 
and 11 children.” 

“Is that arecord?” asked the wom- 
an. 

“I don’t think so,” replied the man. 
“But it’s as close as I want to get.” 


Installment Plan 
“After surgery,” the doctor told the 
patient, “you can pay $500 down 
and $300 a month.” 

“But that’s like buying a car,” the 
patient remarked. 

“That’s right,” the doctor said. “I 
am.” 


i 
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“He'll stop smiling 
once he finds out what his 
share of the national deficit is.” 


T 


“Cover me with some sand, Jim.” 


Hearing 

A creature from outer space landed 
on earth right in front of a gasoline 
station. Facing the pump, he said, 
“Take me to your leader.” 

He repeated the command five 
times. Finally, he yelled at the pump 
in a loud voice, “You might hear me 
better if you took your finger out of 
your ear!” 


Employment 

The personnel manager's wife finally 
succumbed to the temptation to buy 
a wig. The platinum blonde look 
made her feel very glamorous. On 
the way home, she stopped in at her 
husband's office to get his reaction. 

“Sir,” she asked, “do you think you 
could find a spot for me in your 
company?” 

He glanced up briefly from his 
cluttered desk. “Not a chance,” he 
told her. “You remind me too much 
of my wife!” 

— Saturday Evening Post 


Warning 
Conscience is that still, small voice 
that warns us...but does not stop us. 


Benefits 

An armed robber who suddenly ap- 
peared at the paymaster’s window 
of a large factory demanded: “Never 
mind the payroll. Just hand over the 
welfare fund, group insurance pre- 
miums, pension fund, and withhold- 
ing taxes.” 


Generosity 
The young lady stepped on the drug 
store scales and was aghast at what 
she saw. She doffed her coat and 
tried again. The results were still 
unsatisfactroy, so she removed her 
shoes. Then she found she was out 
of coins and started to leave. A 
customer, standing nearby, stepped 
forward. 

“Don’t stop now,” he said. “I have a 
handful of coins.” 

— Modern Maturity 
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